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ABOUT RIVER FOREST 

The Village of River Forest is a beautiful suburban Village adjacent to 

Chicago in Cook County and is nestled amongst beautiful tree lined 

streets. River Forest is home to two universities, Dominican University 

and Concordia University Chicago. River Forest has a population of over 

11,000 residents and has several major IDOT thoroughfares including 

North Ave., Harlem Ave., Madison St., Chicago Ave. and Lake St. which 

see thousands of motorists each day. The River Forest Police Depart-

ment strives upon making the Village a safe place for all residents, mo-

torists and pedestrians by staying committed to community policing prin-

ciples and traffic enforcement activities. 

River Forest Police Department 

(708) 366-7125 

 Uniformed Patrol 

Operations 

 Criminal Investiga-

tions 

 Youth Services 

 Senior Services 

 Traffic Accident   

investigations 

 Traffic Enforcement 

 Bicycle Patrol 

 Truck Enforcement 

 WESTAF– Major 

Crash Unit Investi-

gation 
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The Police Department is staffed with 28 sworn Police Officers including the Chief, one 

Deputy Chief, a Commander, five Sergeants and twenty Police Officers. 

The Police Department also employs a Community Service Officer and Records Clerk to 

handle non-patrol service functions and administrative functions. 

The Department is a member of the Northern Illinois Police Alarm System (NIPAS), the 

Illinois Law Enforcement Alarm System (ILEAS), the West Suburban Directed Gang En-

forcement Task Force (WEDGE), and the West Suburban Major Crimes Task Force 

(WESTAF) through intergovernmental agreements with local, state, and federal law en-

forcement agencies. 

Police services include uniformed patrol operations, investigations, youth services, sen-

ior services, traffic accident investigation and enforcement, bicycle patrol and supple-

mentary services which include disaster preparedness and response, vacation watch 

program, participation with community action groups, crime prevention, home security 

assessments, drug abuse intervention, traffic pattern analysis and recommendations, 

elementary school anti-drug abuse "Too Good For Drugs" program, and Village licensing 

investigation and enforcement. 
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The River Forest Police Department  also has a variety of specialized positions aside 

from patrol to address different needs within the department and to better serve the 

public.  

 

Officer Ben Ransom is our Crime Prevention/Senior Services/School Resource Officer 

who handles a variety of assignments which include ISEARCH, Too Good For Drugs, Jun-

ior Citizens Police Academy and quarterly crime prevention meetings. Office Ransom 

also teaches traffic and bicycle safety at various assemblies through out the year at all 

River Forest schools. 

 

Officer Dan Humphreys is our Traffic officer and handles a variety of different tasks in-

cluding, directed patrols, traffic missions, accident reports and accident investigations. 

Officer Humphreys also conducts various proactive and aggressive traffic enforcement 

throughout the year. 

 

 

 

 

Officer Humphreys start-

ing his traffic shift  
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This Chapter documents River Forest Police Department general orders and guidelines 

for occupant restraint use and enforcement, speed enforcement, and impaired driving 

enforcement. Distracted driving falls under our traffic law enforcement general order 

and it is the policy of this department to enforce traffic laws at a level sufficient to en-

sure the safe and expeditious movement of traffic. 

 



New Bulletin Format!  

Village of River Forest 
Police Department 

Chapter I: Policy and Guidelines 

 

 

 

 

 

 General Order requiring officer safety belt use 

 General Order for Occupant Restraint enforcement 

Ofc. Zermeno wearing 

her seat belt at the start 

of her shift 
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 General Order for speed enforcement G.O. No: 61.1 

 

 

 

Ofc. Spears conducting 

radar enforcement 
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 General Order for DUI enforcement G.O. No: 62.3 

This General Order details and outlines our agencies polic-

es and procedures regarding DUI enforcement 

 

Ofc. Pickens performing field 

sobriety test on a suspected 

impaired driver 
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The River Forest Police Department is committed to continued training and education 

for all officers. Throughout the year officers attend in-house training and roll call training 

for traffic safety related education to keep officers up-to-date with new IVC laws. Officers 

also get their training through North East Multi-Regional Training (NEMRT) as well as 

through Suburban Law Enforcement Academy (SLEA). Each month officers must com-

plete online training through Police Law Institute where a variety of topics are addressed 

including DUI and traffic enforcement matters.  
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Police Law Institute 2018 Topics: 

Use of Force– Stopping a driver to prevent escape 

Legal Basis– Arrest or Search 

New Laws– Driving Under the influence 

Officers are required to complete a test at the end of each session. Each month the topics change and most 

topics apply to issues regarding traffic enforcement. 

 

 

A screenshot showing completed training on Police Law Institute’s 

web-based training portal 

Online Training 
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Annually, each officer receives an electronic copy of law updates from the Illinois Secre-

tary of State. Officers either print out the law updates or save them to their MDT for 

field use. This year the law update included the change in age for rear-facing child re-

straint. Any child under the age of 2 years is required to be in a rear facing child re-

straint.  

 

 

 

 

 

Online Training 
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The River Forest Police Department has (6) six certified Child 

Passenger Safety Technicians who are trained with the proper 

installation of a child safety seat. These officers all received 

their training in 2017 and continue to use their certification 

throughout the year to assist drivers in ensuring that their child 

safety seat is properly installed and that the child is properly 

secured in the seat. Each technician ensures that the driver is 

fully capable of installing the safety seat properly and on their 

own. 

Child Passenger Safety 

Technician: 

Ofc. Balaguer 

Ofc. Casey  

Ofc. Carroll 

Ofc. Cassidy 

Cmdr. Greenwood 

Ofc. Landini 

 

 

 

Occupant Protection Training  

Officer Casey performing a child safety seat 

inspection for a resident 
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Traffic Safety Training – Other  

The Illinois Truck Enforcement Association is an association designed 

for Police Officers who are specialized in Truck Enforcement and acts 

as a central resource point for the trucking industry and resources that 

are needed to practice truck enforcement in the most professional way  

possible. ITEA offers continued  resources and updates to truck en-

forcement laws and regulations specifically designed to address weight, 

dimension, safety and equipment related issues and enforcement on 

second division vehicles operating on Illinois highways.  

The River Forest Police Department has a total of 6 certified Truck Enforcement Officers and are 

members of ITEA. Each officer has attended Truck Enforcement I and II which are both 40 hour certi-

fication courses through North East Multi-Regional Training (NEMERT). The River Forest Police De-

partment utilizes (4) portable truck scales during their all year round overweight truck enforcement 

and actively pursue overweight, over dimension, and unsafe trucks from the public highways. Each 

year at the beginning of July our Certified Truck Enforcement officers conduct a truck overweight en-

forcement detail and strictly 

ILTEA Truck Officers: 

Cmdr. Greenwood 

Sgt. Swierczynski 

Cpl. Bowman 

Det. Fries 

Ofc. Humphreys 

Ofc. Landini 
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Traffic Safety Training— Other  

In 2018 Officer Humphreys and Landini also completed a 40 hour NEMERT Commer-

cial Vehicle Safety Inspection certification training.  

 

 



New Bulletin Format!  

Village of River Forest 
Police Department 

Chapter II: Training 

 

Traffic Safety Training— Other  

In 2018, (2) of our officers attended John Reid Interviews and Interrogations certifica-

tion course which will assist in the investigations of traffic crashes which can result in 

reckless homicide charges.  
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Traffic Safety Training— Other  

In 2018, One of our officers completed a (40) hour Basic Evidence Technician Program. 

The River Forest Police Department has a total now of (19) certified Evidence Techni-

cians who handle the processing and photographing of traffic crashes.  
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Traffic Safety Training– Other  

Officer Humphreys and Officer Landini attended a 40 Hour NEMERT basic traffic crash investigation course in 

2017 and since then Officer Humphreys has joined a new multi jurisdictional Major Crash Unit that formed in 

2018 to investigate and reconstruct serious and fatal accidents for surrounding jurisdictions which include, 

Berwyn, Cicero, Elmwood Park, Melrose Park, Forest Park, Broadview, North Riverside, Riverside, Stone Park, 

Oak Park, Franklin Park, Westchester, Hillside and Berkeley.      

Officer Humphreys is part of an on call team to assist accident reconstruc-

tionist with the processing of scenes which include photograph, vehicle in-

spection, and mapping of the crime scene. Officers Humphreys attended 

monthly in-service training in 2018 for WESTAF Major Crash Unit (MCU)  

which covered a variety of training in the use of  Bosch Crash Data Retrieval 

(CDR),  TruPulse 200X Total Station, accelerometer VC4000PC. This training 

allowed investigators the opportunity to utilize that knowledge at traffic crash 

investigations in River Forest and surrounding suburbs.  

Traffic Crash Investigators: 

Ofc. Humphreys 

Ofc. Landini 

 

MCU Investigator: 2018 

Ofc. Humphreys 
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Impaired Driver Training 

Certified Breath Testers 

19 officers certified 

2 certified in 2018 

In 2018, two additional officers became certified as Breath Analysis Operators. The de-

partment now has a total of 11 current certified Breath Analysis Operators.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjnyM-y9rvgAhVIIKwKHdceAW4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpicclick.com%2FVILLAGE-OF-RIVER-FOREST-POLICE-Illinois-IL-ILL-283196649602.html&psig=AOvVaw1pz8Cllxm_AXJ-wdHRjWzO&ust=155


New Bulletin Format!  

Village of River Forest 
Police Department 

Chapter II: Training 

 

Alcohol Compliance Check Training 

Certified Breath Testers 

19 officers certified 

2 certified in 2018 

In 2018, 12 officers from Oak Park and River Forest attended a 2 

day training class to learn about Compliance checks and other 

strategies to reduce underage drinking.  Compliance checks are 

conducted to service as a way to enforce state and local laws as 

well as to warn and educate establishments that serve or sell alco-

hol to persons under the age of 21.  
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The Chief of Police awarded 6 officers for their outstanding oc-

cupant protection performance for 2018. The officers were 

awarded a certificate during a shift change roll call.  

 

 

2018  

Occupant Protection 

Award Recipients: 

 

1. Ofc. Tagle–46 

2. Ofc. Szczesny– 36 

3. Ofc. Ostrowski– 27 

4. Ofc. Sheehan– 25 

5. Ofc. Humphreys-17 

6. Ofc. Murillo– 14 

 

Occupant Protection Awards 

Officer Humphreys receiving his Outstanding Occupant 

Protection Enforcement award 
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In September 2018, Ofc. Daniel Szczesny went to Springfield to 

accept a Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) Hero Award for 

outstanding impaired driving enforcement. 

 

 

2018  

DUI ARRESTS: 76 

 

1. Ofc. Ostrowski –29 

2. Ofc. Szczesny– 23 

3. Ofc. Sheehan– 11 

 

Impaired Driving Awards 
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The Chief of Police awarded 3 officers for their outstanding im-

paired driving performance for 2018. The officers were award-

ed a certificate during a shift change roll call.  

 

 

2018  

Impaired Driving  

Award Recipients: 

 

1. Ofc. Ostrowski –29 

2. Ofc. Szczesny– 23 

3. Ofc. Sheehan– 11 

 

Impaired Driving Awards 

Officer Sheehan receiving his Outstanding Impaired Driving 

Enforcement award for 2018 
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Officer of the Year 
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Ofc. Szczesny 

Ofc. Ostrowski 

Cpl. Eberling  

AAIM Award Recipients 
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River Forest 
Police Department 
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The River Forest Police Depart-

ment utilizes The Village of Riv-

er Forest Facebook page as 

well as monthly E-Newsletters 

to notify residents of any IDOT 

traffic enforcement efforts that 

are going on in the Village as 

well as traffic and pedestrian 

safety tips. 
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In 2017 a juvenile was walking to school near the intersection of Park Ave and Oak Ave. 

As the Juvenile was crossing the street at the intersection he was run over by a pickup 

truck which resulted in the juvenile sustaining serious injuries to his midsection.  

In 2018 the Village commissioned a (73) page comprehensive study which identified 

the safe walking routes to each elemen-

tary and middle school in the Village.  
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In 2017 a juvenile was walking to school near the intersection of Park Ave and Oak Ave. 

As the Juvenile was crossing the street at the intersection he was run over by a pickup 

truck which resulted in the juvenile sustaining serious injuries to his midsection.  

In 2018 the Village commissioned a (73) page comprehensive study which identified 

the safe walking routes to each elemen-

tary and middle school in the Village.  
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Bicycle/Pedestrian Safety Award 

The village is dedicated to making The River Forest community a safe place for pedes-

trians and motorists and was empathized in our Village Presidents State of the Village 

address. As a result of the traffic study, the Village is going to eliminate almost every 

uncontrolled intersection within the Village.  
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The village is dedicated to making The River Forest community a safe place for pedes-

trians and motorists and was empathized in our Village Presidents State of the Village 

address. As a result of the traffic study, the Village is going to eliminate almost every 

uncontrolled intersection within the Village.  
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Kenig, Lindgren, O’Hara, Aboona, Inc, (KLOA, Inc) was retained by the Village of River 

Forest and River Forest Public school District 90 to recommend a system of safe walk-

ing routes to the six public and parochial primary schools in the Village of River Forest. 

The study also developed a street map exhibit illustrating the recommended routes to 

the schools. 

       As part of this study families who attend the public and private schools in River For-

est were asked to fill out a survey  addressing their concerns over safe walking routes 

to schools.  

       The study had identified several measures that can be implemented by the Village 

of River Forest to enhance safety at the recommended street crossings along the 

school walking routes, including traffic control modifications, crosswalk marking in-

stalling's and pedestrian crossing signage.  

SCHOOLS STUDIED 
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The study made several recommendations to enhance the safety on the routes, includ-

ing upgraded traffic control and increased visibility of the street crossings. Traffic con-

trol upgrades include installing stop signs where no traffic control signs exist or where 

yield signs exist, reversing the directionality of the two-way stop control, converting one-

way or two-way stop control to all-way stop control, and implementing measures to in-

crease the visibility of existing signs. The street crossing improvements include in-

stalling high visibility (ladder-style) crosswalks where no crosswalks exist, replacing 

transverse (parallel-line) crosswalks with more visible ladder-style markings, and in-

stalling school or pedestrian crossing signage. Many of these recommendations ad-

dress comments and concerns expressed by survey respondents.  

 

 61 intersections throughout River Forest were recommended to replace existing 

transverse crosswalks with high-visibility crosswalk 

 164 unmarked intersections were recommended to have the installation of new high 

visibility (ladder-Style) crosswalks 

  

The study also identified three locations where crossing guards could be removed in 

place of other alternatives to address student safety and two new locations for posting 

of a crossing guard.  

Recommendations 
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A comprehensive street map showing the safe routes to each public school is shown 

below with changes and recommendations at each intersection where traffic control 

devices and crosswalks be installed.  

Lincoln Elementary School 
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A comprehensive street map showing the safe routes to each public school is shown 

below with changes and recommendations at each intersection where traffic control 

devices and crosswalks be installed.  

Willard Elementary School 
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A comprehensive street map showing the safe routes to each public school is shown 

below with changes and recommendations at each intersection where traffic control 

devices and crosswalks be installed.  

Roosevelt Middle School (North) 
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A comprehensive street map showing the safe routes to each public school is shown 

below with changes and recommendations at each intersection where traffic control 

devices and crosswalks be installed.  

Roosevelt Middle School (South) 
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A comprehensive street 

map showing the safe 

routes to each public 

school is shown below 

with changes and rec-

ommendations at each 

intersection where traf-

fic control devices and 

crosswalks be installed.  

 

Grace Lutheran School 



New Bulletin Format!  

Village of River Forest 
Police Department 

Bicycle/Pedestrian Safety Award 
 

A comprehensive street map showing the safe routes to each public school is shown 

below with changes and recommendations at each intersection where traffic control 

devices and crosswalks be installed.  

St. Luke Parish School 
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A comprehensive street map showing the safe routes to each public school is shown 

below with changes and recommendations at each intersection where traffic control 

devices and crosswalks be installed.  

 

St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic Elementary School 
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In October of 2018, Ofc. Czernik went to our local schools and taught students best 

habits in areas such as car safety, bicycle safety, and crossing the street safely.  Stu-

dents are taught where and when to cross streets using crosswalks and that Crossing 

guards are advising students to walk their bikes across streets. The are reminded to al-

ways wear their helmets for safety, because it’s a local ordinance, and because they 

can be rewarded through Operation Chill whenever a Police Officer observes them 

wearing their helmet.  
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The River Forest Police Department took part in Rail Safety Week and educated  com-

muters on safety around the tracks and trains by handing out brochures and pamphlets 

at the train station.  

Rail Safety Week September 23--29, 2018 
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Each year during the start of the school year the Village and Police Department sent 

out reminders to residents and motorists traveling through the Village that the school 

year is back in session. We remind them to pay attention by obeying school speed 

zones and be alert for an increase in pedestrian traffic around the schools. The River 

Forest Police Department also increases their presences around the schools and con-

ducts special School Enforcement during this time. 
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In 2018, The Police Department sent out a notice via Facebook 

educating the public about the dangers of speeding and that 

officers would be out during speed awareness week aggres-

sively enforcing speed limit violations.  
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 Each year the River Forest Police Department puts on a Junior Citizens Police Academy 

which is a free program for River Forest and surrounding area kids between the ages of 

10-15. During the academy, kids participate in a variety of different education based 

activities. One of these activities involves kids putting on the “drunk googles” to demon-

strate the difficulties of performing tasks while under the influence of alcohol and the 

dangers of getting behind the wheel of vehicle. The academy also covers pedestrian 

and bicycle safety tips while traveling throughout the Village.  

Junior Citizens Police Academy  7/16/18 - 7/20/18 
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In 2018, the River Forest Police Department makes every effort to ensure safe driving 

during road detours and street closures by notifying the General Public and providing 

alternative routes. We also remind motorists to slow down in construction zones.  
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WINTER DRIVING TIPS  

Posted in the Decem-

ber 2018 E-newsletter 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjnyM-y9rvgAhVIIKwKHdceAW4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpicclick.com%2FVILLAGE-OF-RIVER-FOREST-POLICE-Illinois-IL-ILL-283196649602.html&psig=AOvVaw1pz8Cllxm_AXJ-wdHRjWzO&ust=155


New Bulletin Format!  

Village of River Forest 
Police Department 

Chapter IV: Public Information & 
Education 

 

 

 

 

Village E-newsletter 

October 2018 
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Village E-newsletter 

July 2018 
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Village E-newsletter 

May 2018 
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Village E-newsletter 

April 2018 
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Speed Enforcement 

The River Forest Police Department utilizes a variety of different devices to assist with traffic enforce-

ment. Each squad is equipped with a multi-directional moving and stationary radar device. Each officer 

also has access to (2) Stalker II handheld radar devices for optimal speed enforcement. The depart-

ment also utilizes and deploys (2) message/speed trailers which are placed in areas throughout the 

Village where there has been increases in traffic complaints and/or accidents. These speed trailers 

have the capability to collect data which is then analyzed by the 

traffic unit. Based upon the data officers then concentrate their 

efforts during those days and times where high rates of speed are 

observed.  
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The River Forest Police Department Patrol Division and Traffic Unit made a total of 

5,809 traffic stops.  270 of the stops resulted in a traffic arrest, 63 resulted in a DUI 

arrest. Of the 5,809 traffic stops, 3,258 warnings were given while 2,218 of the traffic 

stops resulted in a citation. 

 

Traffic Stops– 2018 
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The River Forest Police Department participates in the IDOT STEP grant that focuses on 

occupant protection and Impaired driving. Officers run details throughout the Village 

and in 2018 our officers issued a total of 214 occupant protection citations for seat 

belt/child restraint violations.  

 

 In 2017 officers issued 192 safety seat belt citations  

 In 2016 officers issued 187 safety seat belt citations  

 

 

Occupant Protection 
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 In 2017 our certified Child Safety Seat officers installed 18 child safety seats 

 In 2018 our officers installed 30 child safety seats 

 

Our (6) certified child safety seat officers handle all 

appointments for any resident who wishes to have 

their child safety seat inspected and installed. Not on-

ly do our officers ensure proper fit but they also edu-

cate the resident on proper installation and ensure 

they are comfortable installing by themselves. 

Occupant Protection—Child Safety Seat 



New Bulletin Format!  

Village of River Forest 
Police Department 

Chapter V: Enforcement Activity 

The  River Forest Police Department participated in the 2018 Speed Awareness day . The effort was successful 

with a total of 44 Tickets being issued. Also during the 24 hour event, an officer arrested a driver for speeding 

more than 35 MPH over the limit as the driver was tracked on radar traveling 70 MPH in a 30 MPH zone on 

North Ave.  

Speed Awareness Day  
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The River Forest Police Department took part in Rail Safety Week which took place Sep-

tember 23rd through the 29th 2018. The purpose of Rail safety week is to educate the 

public and motorists about rail crossings both as pedestrians and motorists. During this 

week, the River Forest Police Department posted 25 rail safety posters in public places 

throughout the Village as well as handed out 100 posters to commuters at our Metra 

Station, promoting safety around the Station and at all railroad crossings.  

Ofc. Czernik also conducted 16 presentations at the local schools talking about the rail-

road crossing gates and 

the dangers of playing  on 

the railroad tracks.  

 

Rail Safety Week  

One of many posters that were posted and 

handed out 

Ofc. Cassidy handing out posters to 

Metra commuters on the platform 
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The River Forest Police Department takes part in numerous IDOT funding enforcement 

efforts throughout the year which focus on reducing fatalities and serious injuries on 

Illinois roadways. The enforcement efforts are held around holidays and address im-

paired driving, occupant protection and speed violations. In 2018, The River Forest Po-

lice Department participated in (6) different campaigns including, St. Patrick's Day, Me-

morial Day, 4th of July, Labor day, Thanksgiving and Christmas/New Years.  

 

2018 Campaign Totals 

 

IDOT Grant Enforcement 
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The River Forest Police Department tracks and records overall citations issued for the 

year and not always into specific categories. The Police Department is looking to track 

citations issued in the categories of Speed and distracted driving in the future.  

     

 12.94% increase in citations issued from 2017 to 2018 

Overall Citations 
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This data shows there has been a slight decrease in the amount of traffic stops over 

the past 3 years but the overall number of warnings has decreased and the amount of 

citations has increased in 2018. The Police Department began taking a more aggres-

sive approach focused on enforcing various IVC violations including speed and seat belt 

violations which contributed to officers issuing more citations and less warnings. 

 13.7% decrease in warnings issued from 2017 to 2018 

 23% increase in traffic stops resulting in citation(s) being issued from 2017 to 2018 

 3.5% decrease in overall traffic stops from 2017 to 2018 

Traffic Stops (Last 3 Years) 

  Warnings Citation Traffic Arrest DUI Arrest Total Traffic Stops 

2018 3258 2218 270 63 5809 

2017 3776 1801 372 71 6020 

2016 3949 2125 364 50 6488 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjnyM-y9rvgAhVIIKwKHdceAW4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpicclick.com%2FVILLAGE-OF-RIVER-FOREST-POLICE-Illinois-IL-ILL-283196649602.html&psig=AOvVaw1pz8Cllxm_AXJ-wdHRjWzO&ust=155


New Bulletin Format!  

Village of River Forest 
Police Department 

Chapter VI: Effectiveness 

 

There was a 10.8% increase in seat belt citations issued 

from 2017 to 2018 which was in part due to our contin-

ued commitment to participating in occupant protection 

traffic enforcement grant details and aggressive seat belt 

enforcement checkpoints.  

 

 

 

Occupant Protection 
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 In 2017 our certified Child Safety Seat officers installed 18 child safety seats 

 In 2018 our officers installed 30 child safety seats 

 

There has been an increase in child seat installations over the years as we continue to 

send more officers to become certified child safety seat inspectors. We also continue to 

promote the child safety seat program on the Village’s Facebook page and monthly e-

newsletter. 

Occupant Protection — Child Safety Seat Inspections 
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 63 Total DUI arrests in 2018 

 71 total DUI arrests in 2017 

 11.% decrease from 2017 to 2018 

 

 

We attribute the overall decrease in DUI arrests to our aggressive traffic enforcement 

and zero tolerance approach to impaired driving.  This enforcement led to a more edu-

cated public and reduced the number of impaired drivers in River Forest. 

 

 

Impaired Driver (DUI) Arrests  
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 5.2% decrease in property damage accidents from 2017 to 2018 

 4.5% decrease in total accidents from 2017 to 2018 

***For this data the injury accidents were only classified as “Injury” if the person(s) 

were transported to the Hospital*** 

 

Traffic Crashes 

  2018 2017 2016 

Fatal 0 0 1 

Injury 36 34 26 

Property Damage 505 532 527 

TOTAL 541 566 554 
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The River Forest Police Department utilizes these traffic crash maps to 

choose the locations for our IDOT STEP grant enforcement zones.  

Traffic Crashes – 2018 Map 

Hot Spots for Hit 

and Run and Injury 

Accidents: 

1) North & Harlem 

2) Lake & Harlem 

3) Chicago & Bonnie 

Brae 

4) Washington & 

Thatcher 

5) Lake & Thatcher 
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The River Forest Police Department utilizes these traffic crash maps to 

choose the locations for our IDOT STEP grant enforcement zones.  

Traffic Crashes – 2018 Map 

Hot Spots Non-Injury 

Accidents: 

1) North & Harlem 

2) Lake & Harlem 

3) Division & Thatcher 

4) Washington & 

Thatcher 

5) Lake & Thatcher 
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Traffic Crashes – 2018 Data 

Overall accidents were down 4.5% from 2017 to 2018. By analyzing when accidents are 

occurring and on which day of the week, we adjust enforcement efforts accordingly 

around the hot spots. Also, by deploying our speed and message trailers to the targeted 

“Hot Spots” we were able to see the effectiveness they had for that area by reduced 

speeds.   
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Commercial Motor vehicle enforcement leads to safer roads by educating compliance 

to Commercial Motor vehicle operations. 

 In 2017 our certified truck enforcement officers cited 21 trucks for Commercial Mo-

tor vehicle violations and collected $22,615 in fines. 

 In 2018 our officers our certified truck enforcement officers cited 10 Commercial 

Motor vehicles for being overweight and collected $8,204 in fines. 

 

Truck Overweights 
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 On July 28th The River Forest Police Department initiated an “alcohol compliance mis-

sion” within River Forest at (5) establishments that have liquor licenses. The compli-

ance checks were performed at CVS, Fresh Thyme, Whole Foods, Walgreens and Jewel 

Osco.  For each compliance check a person under the age of 21 would enter each es-

tablishment and attempt to purchase alcohol under the close observation of a Police 

Officer who is working in a covert capacity. At all establishments the underage partici-

pant was denied the purchase. The mission was successful and had 100% compliance.  

These compliance checks are crucial to the prevention of drinking and driving. 

 

Alcohol Compliance Checks 

Tags that were hung on liquor 

bottles at local establishments 


