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Introduction 

Eriksson Engineering Associates, Ltd. (EEA) was retained by the River Forest Park District to conduct a traffic 
and parking assessment of the proposed changes to Constitution Park at 7715 Greenfield Street in River Forest, 
Illinois. Constitution Park is a 2.7-acre public park with a soccer field, a beach volleyball court/ice rink, and a 
playground. 

The purpose of the study was to observe the existing traffic patterns on Ashland Avenue, Franklin Avenue, and 
Greenfield Street which border Constitution Park, to determine the traffic characteristics of the existing and future 
park, to review its parking and traffic needs, and to develop roadway and parking recommendations as needed. 

Site Location and Area Land-Uses 

Constitution Park is located at 7715 Greenfield Street in River Forest, Illinois. It is within a single-family 
residential neighborhood with homes to the north, east, and west. The Willard Elementary School campus is 
located to the south which includes a baseball diamond and soccer field. Figure 1 illustrates the site location and 
the surrounding land-uses and roads.  

Pedestrian Routes 

Sidewalks are provided on both sides of the public streets adjacent to Constitution Park which are Greenfield 
Street, Franklin Avenue, and Ashland Avenue. The intersections of Greenfield Street at Franklin Avenue and at 
Ashland Avenue have crosswalks painted on all four legs of the intersection. Willard Elementary School is 
connected to Constitution Park which can be reached by sidewalks on Ashland Avenue and Frankling Avenue as 
well as walking through the school campus and the park. 

Roadway Characteristics

A description of the area roadways accessing the school is provided below: 

Franklin Avenue is a north-east local road with one travel lane in each direction. An all-way stop-controlled 
intersection is located at Greenfield Street with a striped crosswalk on all four legs of the intersection. Parking is 
permitted on both sides of the road except during student loading on the east side of the road along Willard 
Elementary during the hours of 8:00 AM to 11:00 AM in the morning and 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM in the afternoon. 
Franklin Avenue turns into a one-way road between Greenfield Street and Division Street during school day drop 
off and pick up, beginning at 7:30 AM and ending at 4:00 PM. It is under the jurisdiction of the Village of Forest 
Park and has a 25-mph speed limit with a 20-mph school speed limit . 

Greenfield Street is an east-west local roadway with one travel lane in each direction. An all-way stop-controlled 
intersection is provided at Franklin Avenue and Ashland Avenue with a striped crosswalk on all four legs of the 
intersections. Parking is permitted on both sides of the road. It is under the jurisdiction of the Village of Forest 
Park and has a 25-mph speed limit with a 20-mph school speed limit.

Ashland Avenue is a north-south local roadway with one travel lane in each direction. An all-way stop protected 
intersection is located at Greenfield with a striped crosswalk on all four legs of the intersection. Parking is 
allowed on both sides of the road except two-hour only parking which is permitted on the east side of the road on 
school days between 7:00 AM to 4:00 PM and student loading zone on the west side of the road along Willard 
Elementary during the hours of 8:00 AM to 11:00 AM in the morning and 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM in the afternoon. 
Ashland Avenue turns into a one-way road between Greenfield Street and Division Street during school day drop 
off and pick up, beginning at 7:30 AM and ending at 4:00 PM. It is under the jurisdiction of the Village of Forest 
Park and has a 25-mph speed limit with a 20-mph school speed limit.  

Traffic Observations at Dismissal 

EEA observed the operations around the park during Willard Elementary School student dismissal at 3:10 PM to 
get a sense of the operating conditions during peak-usage. Park activity at this time of year is minimal due to the 
cold temperatures and sports schedule. 

School parents parking along Franklin Avenue, between Greenfield Street and Division Street, walked to the 
school to pick up their children and return them to their car. Slight congestion was observed on Franklin Avenue 
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between Division Street and Greenfield Street. There was no congestion entering Franklin Avenue from the 
intersection at Division Street. Most vehicles exiting the intersection at Greenfield Street took an eastbound turn. 
without any congestion. A temporary traffic sign was placed on the south leg of Ashland Avenue at the 
intersection of Greenfield Street, displaying it is a one-way road in the northbound direction between the hours of 
7:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 

Other parents parked along both sides of Ashland Avenue, between Greenfield Street and Division Street, 
waiting for dismissal to pick up children. Parking queueing p along Constitution Park. During dismissal, there was 
heavy congestion along Ashland Avenue which lasted around 10 minutes. Although there was congestion on 
Ashland Avenue, there was no congestion entering Ashland Avenue from the intersection at Greenfield Street. 
This is in due part of most parents picking up children have already parked and along Ashland Avenue. There 
was no congestion or parents parked at the north leg of Ashland Avenue at the intersection of Greenfield Street. 
A temporary traffic sign was placed on the north leg of Ashland Avenue at the intersection of Division Street, 
displaying it is a one way road in the southbound direction between the hours of 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM. Signage 
along the east side of Ashland Avenue displays 2 hour parking is allowed between the hours of 7:00 AM to 4:00 
PM, however staff commented that multiple staff park their cars along the east side of the road all day without 
complaints from the single family home owners which the 2-hour parking signs run along. 

Greenfield Street did not have any congestion between the intersection of Park Avenue and at the intersection of 
Lathrope Avenue during dismissal. Three cars were parked on the south side of the road adjacent to Constitution 
Park waiting to pick up their children. 

School buses enter southbound and load/unload on Ashland Avenue and exit at the intersection of Ashland 
Avenue and Division Street. There was a total of 2 buses observed. One bus is used for special education 
students and another bus was for transporting students to a community center.  

Redevelopment Plan 

The proposed park project includes: 

 The replacement of the playground with a new 2 to 12-year-old universal accessible 
playground located in the northeast corner of the park. 

 The replacement of the sand volleyball courts/ice rink with a new sand volleyball court/ice rink at the 
same location in the park. The ice rink would include reusing 1 of the 2 existing light poles and 
replacing the 2nd light pole for night skating. 

 The construction of a shelter than includes two single stall restrooms and a sitting area. 

 The construction of a sitting plaza between the playground and the volleyball courts/ice 
rink. 

 The replacement of the ball field located on school property with a new 60’ base path dirt infield 
ball diamond located in the southwest corner of the park. A soccer field will be striped within the 
outfield area. 

The proposed improvements will reconstruct and relocate the existing facilities within the park. The proposed 
shelter and plaza will be new. The baseball field will be moved into the park from the adjacent school property. 

Trip Generation 

The volume of traffic activity at Constitution Park is not expected to change with the reconstruction of the existing 
facilities and the relocation of the adjacent baseball field into the park. On a seasonal basis the amount of activity 
will vary based on the baseball, soccer, and volleyball schedules and on the weather for the ice rink. Each 
baseball or soccer team will have roughly 14 players per team and generate around 28 vehicles arriving before 
and leaving after a game. Volleyball games and the ice rink will generate a similar number of trips.  

The playground, by itself, will generate minimal traffic with most of the children originating in the neighborhood, 
who walk, and by siblings/children of persons attending the athletic events. The restroom and plaza support 
facilities will not generate traffic. 
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Traffic Assessment 

The estimated volume of traffic for a sports activity, 28 vehicles per hour, can easily be accommodated on the 
three streets around the park and are significantly less than what is experienced when school is in session. 

Parking 

Constitution Park is in the PRI District and its parking requirement under the zoning code is:  

  E.   Public Parks: None for the first two acres, plus five for each additional acre, 
one for each five persons of design capacity of any structure or 
facility in the park. 

The required parking under the code is 3.5 spaces (0.7 acres x 5 spaces) plus 45 spaces for the design capacity 
of the any structure or facility for a total of 49 spaces. The baseball/soccer field occupant load would be based 
on two teams of 14 players, parents, and siblings. Assuming three persons per player, total occupancy would be 
around 84 persons. The playground has a theoretical capacity of approximately 100 children. The beach 
volleyball courts have smaller teams of around 10 persons per team times or 40 persons total. If the playground, 
volleyball, and baseball/soccer are at full capacity, there could be 224 persons on site. 

Parking Supply 

Constitution Park has no on-site parking and relies on street parking along Greenfield Street, Franklin Avenue, 
and Ashland Avenue. A parking variation would be required for the 49-space zoning requirement. 

Parking is permitted on both sides of each street except certain times during the school day. All three streets 
have sufficient capacity to accommodate 49 vehicles and more. Along the perimeter of the park, there are 38 on-
street parking spaces on the park side of the street. A total of 76 spaces are available when the spaces across 
the street are included. Additional on-street parking is located beyond the limits of the park. 

Summary

This report summarizes the results of the traffic and parking assessment of the proposed changes at Constitution 
Park in River Forest, Illinois. The following conclusions were developed: 

1. The proposed changes to the park will reconstruct existing facilities at the park and not materially 
impact the traffic and parking conditions at the park. 

2. The estimated volume of park traffic can easily be accommodated by the three adjacent streets. 

3. The River Forest Zoning Code requires 49 on-stie parking spaces which are not currently provided 
and are not proposed as part of the reconstruction. A parking variance of 49 spaces would be 
required. 

4. There is more than sufficient on-street parking around the park to accommodates its needs. 
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