
Village Wide Traffic Update



Discussion 
Overview
• Existing Traffic Study
• Traffic Safety Commission / 

Traffic Calming Toolbox
• Project Overviews

• Washington
• Thatcher 
• Lake Street



Village Wide 
Traffic Study

• In 2023 the Village engaged a 
professional engineering firm to 
do a Village Wide Traffic Study. 
This study was presented to the 
Traffic & Safety Commission 
September 20, 2023 was 
finalized November 13, 2023.

• Key Objectives
• To solicit Resident Feedback 

and Engage the Community
• Detailed Review of 

Washington & Thatcher
• The Creation of the Traffic 

Calming Toolbox



Traffic Safety 
Commission & 
The Traffic 
Calming 
Toolbox

The Commission serves in an advisory capacity to the 
Village Board of Trustees and is comprised of seven 
members, who are residents of the Village.

The function of the Traffic and Safety Commission is to 
review transit, parking and potentially hazardous traffic 
matters of the Village that have been referred to them.

Using accepted industry and regulatory standards, the 
traffic consultant prepared a Traffic Calming Toolbox to 
inform and guide the decision making process.  The 
Commission uses these guidelines when determining 
whether to recommend implementing new traffic control 
measures.



Traffic Calming 
Tool Box

Data Collection

Scoring Matrix

Improvement Matrix

Recommendation to Village Board



Data 
Collection
• Crash History for last 5 years
• Vehicle Speed
• Average Daily Traffic
• Review of nearby traffic 

generators (school, library, 
park, church, or public 
transit)



Scoring 
Matrix



Improvement 
Matrix



Recommendations 
to Village Board

The Traffic Safety Commission will review 
requests and vote on recommended 
changes.

Signage and Striping changes are handled 
at a staff level because no code changes 
are necessary.

Proposed changes to traffic control, parking 
and roadway configuration are sent to the 
Village board for review and consideration.



Washington 
Boulevard

• The Village received significant feedback regarding speeding along the 
corridor of Washington Blvd.

• Short Term Traffic Calming Measures

• Next Steps

• Project Page on Village Website

https://www.vrf.us/departments/department/4/service/3/Washington-Boulevard-Corridor-Improvement-Project.html


Thatcher 
Avenue
• Thatcher Ave was identified as an 

area of interest due to its 
imbalanced lane configuration 
and observed speeding during 
initial field assessments. 

• Project Page on Village Website

https://www.vrf.us/departments/department/4/service/3/Des-Plaines-River-Trail-River-Forest-Segment.html


Lake Street

• Lake Street is under IDOT Jurisdiction from Harlem going west through 
Bloomingdale where it turns into US 20. Lake Street east of Harlem is 
owned by Oak Park and the City of Chicago for their respective 
segments.

• Lake Street has a functional classification of Minor Arterial and in 2023 
had an Annual Average Daily Traffic Figure of 9,700 vehicles.



Designing 
pedestrian 

improvements 
and applying for a 
permit from IDOT

Lake Street is under IDOT ownership and Jurisdiction.

There are existing curb extensions along the corridor.

In the short term we will consider adding delineators in strategic 
locations similar to Washington to create a narrowed feel. 

Review particular intersections and look to create curb 
extensions and potentially refuge islands through the permitting 
process similar to Greenfield and Lemoyne on Harlem.


	Slide Number 1
	Discussion Overview
	Village Wide Traffic Study
	Traffic Safety Commission & The Traffic Calming Toolbox
	Traffic Calming Tool Box
	Data Collection
	Scoring Matrix
	Improvement Matrix
	Recommendations to Village Board
	Washington Boulevard
	Thatcher Avenue
	Lake Street
	Designing pedestrian improvements and applying for a permit from IDOT

