
ADA Compliance: Any individual with a disability requesting a reasonable accommodation in order to participate in a public 
meeting should contact the Village at least 24 hours in advance of the scheduled meeting in person at Village Hall by telephone at 

708.366.8500 or by email: mwalsh@vrf.us. Every effort will be made to allow for meeting participation. 
 

 

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST 
 SPECIAL VILLAGE BOARD MEETING 

Monday, June 17th, 2024 – 7:00 PM 
Village Hall – 400 Park Avenue – River Forest, IL 60305 

Community Room 
 

AGENDA 
 

You may submit your written public comments via email in advance of the meeting to: vbot@vrf.us. 
If you would like to speak during public comment, please email lmasella@vrf.us by 4:00 PM on 
Monday, June 17th, 2024. Anyone may listen to the meeting by participating in a Zoom conference 
call as follows: dial-in number: 312-626-6799 with meeting ID: 820 6367 6956 or by clicking the link 
here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82063676956.To watch the livestream and access the meeting 
materials, please go to the Village website: https://www.vrf.us/events/event/2632 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call 
2. Pledge of Allegiance  
3. Citizen Comments 
4. Elected Official Comments & Announcement 
5. Consent Agenda 

a. Village Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes – May 13th, 2024 
b. Village Board of Trustees Executive Session Meeting Minutes – May 13th, 2024 
c. May 2024 Accounts Payable and Payroll – $2,183,542.78 
d. Administration Department Report 
e. Monthly Department Reports 
f. Financial Report – May 2024 
g. Purchase Approval – CDS Office Technologies – Mobile Dispatch Terminals – $71,788.65 
h. Award of Contract – FY 2025 Tree and Stump Removal Program – Homer Tree Care, Inc – 

$41,650.00 
6. Consent Items for Separate Consideration  
7. Recommendations of Boards, Commissions, and Committees 

a. Zoning Board of Appeals – Acceptance of ZBA Recommendation Regarding Text Amendment 
Request – Commercial District Zoning Regulations 

8. Unfinished Business 
9. New Business 
10. Executive Session 
11. Adjournment  

file://srv-fs01/groups/Board/Agendas/2023%20Agendas/mwalsh@vrf.us
mailto:vbot@vrf.us
mailto:lmasella@vrf.us
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82063676956
https://www.vrf.us/events/event/2632
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VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST 
REGULAR VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MINUTES 

May 13th, 2024 
 

A regular meeting of the Village of River Forest Board of Trustees was held on Monday, 
May 13th, at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Room of Village Hall, 400 Park Avenue – River 
Forest, IL.  

 
1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL  

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m.  Upon roll call, the following persons 
were: 

 
Present: President Adduci, Trustees Vazquez, Gillis, Brennan, O’Connell, 

Bachner, Johnson (7:02) and Village Clerk Keller 
Absent:  None 
Also Present:  Fire Chief Thomas Gaertner, Deputy Fire Chief Bochenek, Police Chief 

James O’Shea, Deputy Police Chief James Greenwood, Finance Director 
Rosemary McAdams, Director of Public Works and Engineering Jack 
Bielak, Village Attorney Lance Malina, Human Resources Manager 
Trish Ivansek, Village Administrator Matt Walsh, Assistant Village 
Administrator Jessica Spencer, Deputy Clerk Luke Masella, and Public 
Works Analyst Seth Jansen.  

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 
President Adduci led the pledge of allegiance.  

 
3. CITIZEN COMMENTS 

 
Megan Keskitalo made public comment in support of the proposed Pride Resolution. 

 
4.ELECTED OFFICIAL COMMENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Trustee O’Connell noted being excited about the Memorial Day Parade and gave 
thanks to the organizations who are putting on the Parade. He also reminded 
everyone to be careful when traveling around town in the various construction zones. 
Trustee O’Connell then asked Village Administrator Walsh to provide clarification on 
how the Board and Commissions agendas are created.   
 
Village Administrator Walsh explained the process of creating an agenda for a Board 
and Commission meeting.  
 
Trustee Johnson reminded everyone about the Village’s hazardous waste collection 
sign up. He also noted being in support of the public comments made by Ms. Keskitalo 
earlier in the meeting.  
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Trustee Brennan reminded everyone about the Village’s upcoming Juneteenth Event. 
She then also gave thanks to Ms. Keskitalo for her comments and other work she has 
done in the Village. 
 
Village Clerk Keller had nothing to add to the record. 
 
Trustee Vazquez noted being in support of the Older Americans Month resolution on 
the agenda. 
 
Trustee Gillis congratulated the local school graduates. 
 
Trustee Bachner began her comments with a land acknowledgment. Trustee Bachner 
wished everyone a belated happy Mother’s Day. She also reminded everyone of the 
Pride Walk event on June 3rd and thanked Ms. Keskitalo for her work and public 
comments. She also promoted the upcoming Juneteenth Event. Trustee Bachner also 
reported attending various events at Oak Park River Forest Highschool. Trustee 
Bachner also reported that she will moderating an event for the Oak Park Area Gay & 
Lesbian Association+(Opalga+). Finally, Trustee Bachner asked Village Administrator 
Walsh for an update on the Northeast Corner Traffic installations. 
 
Village Administrator Walsh noted that the Illinois Department of Transportation 
raised concerns about the designs and that the Village is working to resolve the issues.  
 
President Adduci noted being proud of the upcoming events in the Village.  She then 
reported that she will be hosting a Meet and Greet event at the River Forest 
Community Center on May 18th. 

 
5.CONSENT AGENDA 

 
a. Village Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes – April 29th, 2024 
b. Village Board of Trustees Executive Session Meeting Minutes – April 29th, 2024 
c. April 2024 Accounts Payable and Payroll – $2,183,542.78 
d. Administration Department Report 
e. Monthly Department Reports 
f. Change Order – 2023 Water Main Improvement Project – Resolution 
g. Authorizing an Amendment to Water and Sewer Rates – Ordinance  
h. Contract Approval – Lexipol, LLC – Annual Police Policy and Procedures 

Subscription – $54,917.00 
i. Emergency Medical Services Week – Proclamation 
j. National Public Works Week – Proclamation 
k. Arbor Day – Proclamation 
l. Older Americans Month Flag Raising – Resolution 
m. Pride Flag Raising – Resolution 
n. Juneteenth Flag Raising – Resolution 
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MOTION by Trustee O’Connell to approve Consent Agenda Items A-N. Seconded by 
Trustee Bachner.    

 
Roll call: 
Ayes: Trustees Vazquez, Bachner, Johnson, Brennan, O’Connell, Gillis.  
Absent: None  
Nays: None 
 
Motion Passes.  

 
6.CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FOR SEPARATE CONSIDERATION 

 
None.  

 
7.RECCOMENDATIONS OF BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES 

 
None. 

 
8.UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
a. Contract Approval – Nexamp Solar, LLC – Community Solar Anchor Account 

 
MOTION by Trustee Vazquez approve a contract with Nexamp Solar, LLC and 
authorize the Village Administrator to execute the contract agreement. Seconded by 
Trustee Johnson.  
 
Public Works Analyst Jansen provided background on the agenda item and fielded 
questions from the Board regarding the item. 
 
Trustee Brennan thanked Mr. Jansen for the in-depth memo and raised questions 
regarding the contract’s credit system. 
 
Analyst Jansen provided clarification on the solar credits system in the contract and 
noted that the credits would roll over from month to month.  
 
Analyst Jansen provided a sample bill to the Board for further clarification on the 
credit system. 
 
A representative from Nexamp provided further explanation on the sample bill via 
Zoom.  
 
Trustee Bachner asked if currently enrolled residents electrical bills look similar to 
the example bill. 
 
Analyst Jansen confirmed yes. 
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Trustee Bachner asked if there was a way for this information to be distributed to 
residents to spread the word. 
 
Trustee Brennan stated that the Village used to provide sign ups for various green 
resources to residents who were hosting block parties, but it is her understanding 
that that is no longer the practice. 
 
President Adduci asked for an explanation on how this works in relation to the 
Electrical Aggregation program the Village is working on. 
 
Analyst Jansen provided clarification on how the various green electrical programs 
work in the Village. 
 
Trustee Johnson asked if the Village expects to make another marketing push for 
Community Solar. 
 
Analyst Jansen stated the Village will continue to put it on social media and in the 
newsletters. 
 
Trustee Bachner asked if the Village could inform the residents currently enrolled 
about the long wait time. 
 
Roll call: 
Ayes: Trustees Vazquez, Bachner, Johnson, Brennan, O’Connell, Gillis.  
Absent: None 
Nays: None 
 
Motion Passes.  

 
9. NEW BUSINESS 

 
a. Introductory Presentation of University of Illinois Chicago Climate Action Plans 

 
Analyst Jansen presented a summary of the presentations the Village received from 
the University of Illinois Chicago students.  
 
Trustee O’Connell asked if these presentations are related solely to Village properties 
or the entire community.  
 
Analyst Jansen stated the Village as a whole. 
 
Trustee Bachner asked what a, “heritage growth tree” is.  
 
Village Administrator Walsh noted that term is generally related to the diameters of 
trees.  
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Trustee Gillis noted that many Villages have ordinances restricting the removal of 
older trees in the Village.  
 
Trustee Brennan asked how the Village could implement some of the suggestions 
from the students. 
 
Analyst Jansen stated that many of the suggestions were rather ambitious goals, but 
one thing that they recommended was for the Village to continue sharing information 
about green incentives and policies available to residents.  
 
President Adduci suggested the Village categorize the suggestions based on difficulty.  
 
Trustee Brennan encouraged the Village to act based on the recommendations from 
the students and turn the plan into actual action. 
 
Trustee Bachner asked how much funding the Village has received regarding 
transportation services and how funding is looking in the future. 
 
Analyst Jansen noted that determining that dollar amount would be difficult but there 
are always opportunities to increase partnerships with local transportation groups. 
 
Administrator Walsh also reminded everyone about the North Avenue Street Scape 
improvement projects.  

 
10.EXECUTIVE SESSION  

 
MOTION by Trustee Vazquez to enter into Executive Session pursuant to 5ILCS 
120/2(c)(6) to discuss: The setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by 
the public body and the Village Board will adjourn after executive session and will not 
return to open session. Seconded by Trustee O’Connell.  
 
Roll call: 
Ayes: Trustees Vazquez, Bachner, Johnson, Brennan, O’Connell, Gillis.  
Absent: None 
Nays: None 
 
Motion Passes at 7:55pm.  

 
11. ADJOURNMENT 

 
MOTION to adjourn by Trustee Vazquez. Seconded by Trustee Johnson.  
 
Roll call: 
Ayes: President Adduci, Trustees Vazquez, O’Connell, Bachner, Johnson, Brennan, 
Gillis 
Absent: None 
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Nays: None 
 
The Village Board of Trustees Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.  

 
 
_________________________________________     
Jonathan Keller, Village Clerk 
 
 
Date:___________________________________ 



MEMORANDUM 

Date: June 3, 2024 

To:  Matt Walsh, Village Administrator 

From:  Rosey McAdams, Director of Finance 

Subject:  Expenditures – May 2024 

Attached for your review and approval is a list of payments made to vendors by account number for the 
period from May 1‐31, 2024.  The total payments made for the period, including payrolls, are as follows: 

Requested Board Actions:  
1. Motion  to  Approve  the  May  2024  Accounts  Payable  and  Payroll  transactions  totaling

$2,539,919.71.

EXPENDITURES
MONTH ENDED MAY 31, 2024

FUND FUND # VENDORS PAYROLLS TOTAL

General Fund 01 749,331.23$       530,997.65$   1,280,328.88$    
Water & Sewer Fund 02 754,532.55         52,974.05       807,506.60         
Motor Fuel Tax 03 44,980.65           - 44,980.65 
Debt Service 05 70,629.63           - 70,629.63 
Capital Equip Replacement 13 272,296.91         - 272,296.91 
Capital Improvement Fund 14 7,716.86              - 7,716.86 
TIF-Madison 31 2,680.80              - 2,680.80 
TIF-North 32 52,331.09           - 52,331.09 
Infrastructure Imp Fund 35 1,448.29              - 1,448.29 

  Total Village Expenditures 1,955,948.01$    583,971.70$   2,539,919.71$    

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST











































































 

 
Date: June 17th, 2024 

 
To: President Adduci & Village Board of Trustees 

 
From:    Matt Walsh, Village Administrator  

Subject: Administration Report 
 

Upcoming Public Meetings  
 

Thursday, June 27th 
 
Thursday, July 4th 
 
Monday, July 8th 

7:00pm 
 
      All Day 
 
      7:00pm  

Historic Preservation Commission 
 
Village Hall Closed - Independence Day 
 
Village Boad of Trustees  

 
Recent Payments of >$10,000 
In accordance with the purchasing policy, the following is a summary of payments between $10,000 and $20,000 that have 
occurred since the last Board meeting: 
 

Vendor Amount Description 
 Client First Consulting Group $11,093.75  I.T. Support 

 MGT of America Consulting $10,416.00  Interim Public Works Director 

 Fox Ridge Nursey Inc $10,723.85  Parkway Trees 

 State Treasurer $17,303.25  State Income Tax 

 State Treasurer $17,007.50  State Income Tax 

 DeKind Computer Consultants  $10,500.00  I.T. Support 

 Bestco Hartford $11,523.58  Retiree Benefits 

 MOE Funds $13,685.00  Public Works Insurance 
 
 
 

 May 2024 Highlights 
New Business Licenses 2 
Freedom of Information Act Requests 20 
Net New Email Subscribers (Past 30 days) 38 

MEMORANDUM 



 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

 
DATE: June 17th, 2024 
 
TO:  Matt Walsh, Village Administrator 
 
FROM: Luke Masella, Deputy Clerk/Management Analyst 

 
SUBJECT: Building Department Report – May 2024 
  
 
Permit Review Times 
These are the average times, in days, for reviews completed in the month of 
May, by reviewer: 
 
Reviewer Average Review Time 
Permit Clerk 0.8 Calendar Days 
Building and Zoning 
Inspector 

1.1 Calendar Days 

Building Official 19.9 Calendar Days 
Engineering 1.1 Calendar Days 
3rd Party Consultant 6.6 Calendar Days 

 
Inspection Requests 
These are the inspections completed in the month of March: 
 
Average Working Days from Requested Date to Inspection 0.13 
Total Count of Inspections 367 
Count of Failed Inspections 32 
Percent of Inspections Passed 91% 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
 

 
DATE:  June 17, 2024 
TO:  Matt Walsh, Village Administrator 
FROM:  Jack Bielak, Director of Public Works & Engineering 

Seth Jansen, Management Analyst 
SUBJECT: Public Works Report – May 2024 
  
 

Executive Summary 
In the month of May, the Department of Public Works & Engineering staff continued spring operations, 
with an emphasis on street sweeping, catch basin cleaning, and planting and water of young trees. Staff 
also completed the delivery of finished compost to curbside compost program subscribers. Staff 
continues to work to identify unknown service lines for inclusion in the lead service line inventory. Staff 
is also working with our consultant to prepare our first replacement project for advertisement later this 
year. Following Board approval, staff executed the contract to add the Village’s paid electricity accounts 
(streetlights and pump stations) to a community solar program. Staff also continued work on the 
Metropolitan Mayor’s Caucus’ Electric Vehicle Readiness Cohort. 
 

In May, the Sustainability Commission worked on the following items: 
• At the Village Board’s request, the Commission discussed a potential switch from opt-in to 

opt-out composting. The Commission decided against it at this time but instead wanted to 
further explore compost cart splitting, promoting the drop-off compost center at Village 
Hall, and providing information to residents on backyard composting.  

• The Commission began discussing the climate action plans put forward by the UIC planning 
graduate students and will further discuss which recommendations or action items to take 
up form the reports.  

• The Commission discussed a potential ordinance to phase out gas-powered leaf blowers 
within the Village. At the June meeting the Commission will discuss the potential text of the 
proposed ordinance and solicit feedback from stakeholders. 

• The Commission continued resident communication and education about sustainability 
items. 

 

Public Works - Engineering 
• Conducted monthly Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) inspection. 
• Continued to coordinate Geographic Information System (GIS) improvements through the 

Village’s consultant (MGP). 
• Continued administration of the Village’s utility-related subsidy programs: Lead Service Line 

Replacement, Sewer Backflow Prevention and Sewer Lateral Repair. 
• Continued engineering permit reviews. 
• Concrete replacement was completed for the annual Street Improvement Program and 

Rebuild Illinois program. 
• The final surface was installed on the REBUILD Illinois street resurfacing program. 
• Milling and structure adjustments for the annual Street Improvement are complete, 

pending weather conditions this project should be completed towards the end of June.  
• The ADA Ramp Replacement project was completed. 
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• Resubmittal of Harlem Ave at LeMoyne and Greenfield Intersection Improvements to IDOT 
based on comments provided. The Village continues to track this item closely and follow up 
with IDOT weekly.  

• Prepared and submitted information to IDOT for their MFT Section Review.  
 

Public Works – Operations 
The following is a summary of work orders (streets, forestry, water, sewer, etc.) that were received and 
processed during the past month:    
  

Work Orders Total Completed w/ 7 working days 
Tree Trimming/Inspection Requests 29 29 
Street Light Repairs 4 3 
Other Requests 24 24 

 

Streets and Forestry 
These are the details of the tasks performed frequently in the month of May: 
 

Description of Work Performed Quantity 
Trees Planted and Watered 48 
Streets Swept (miles) 321 
Catch Basins Cleaned 123 

 

Water and Sewer 
Monthly Pumpage: May’s average daily pumpage of 1,083,406 gallons is lower than May’s average of 
1,330,300 in 2023.  
 

Volume of Water Pumped into the Distribution System (Million Gallons): 

In May, the Water Department completed monthly maintenance at the pump station, completed meter 
route issues, notified residents and businesses of backflow violations, and delivered 17 notices for 
failure to pay the water bill. On May 2, the City of Chicago-owned meters located at North Ave. and 
Harlem Ave. were tested for accuracy by M.E. Simpson Co. 
 

These are the details of the tasks performed in the month of May: 
 

Description of Work Performed Quantity 
Meters Installed 7 
Service Calls 293 
Water Main Breaks 0 
Service Line Breaks 0 
Exercised Valves 4 
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Village of River Forest  

POLICE DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

Matt Walsh – Village Administrator 

James O’Shea- Chief of Police 

June 17, 2024 

SUBJECT: May 2024 Monthly Report 

Crime Statistics 

The month of May 2024 indicated an increase in Group A (previously Part I) offenses in comparison to May 
2023. There was an increase in Group A offenses year to date. This increase can be contributed to Theft 
incidents being reported in Group A, instead of Group B due to NIBRS requirements. There was an 87% 
decrease in Group B (previously Part II) reported crimes compared to May 2023. Most significantly, Traffic 
Arrests were previously reported with Group B offenses and have to be reported separately due to NIBRS 
requirements. This decrease can also be contributed to Theft incidents being reported in Group A 
(previously reported as Group B offenses) due to NIBRS reporting requirements. We will continue to report 
any anomalies in data or statistics in calendar year (2024).     

May May Diff. % YTD YTD Diff. % 
2024 2023 +/- +/- 2024 2023 +/- +/-

Group A* 25 17 8 47% 98 62 36 58% 

Group B** 9 103 -94 -91% 163 461 -298 -65%

Reports*** 148 151 -3 -2% 566 672 -106 -16%

Events**** 1141 1182 -41 -3.5% 5223 5657 -434 -8%

*Group A (previously referred to Part I) Offenses include homicide, criminal sexual assault, robbery, aggravated battery, burglary,
theft, battery, assault, and motor vehicle theft.
**Group B (previously referred to Part II) Offenses include criminal trespass, disorderly conduct, and all other misdemeanor
offenses. Traffic offenses, not including DUI, are separated from Group B as All Other Offenses.
***Reports (new category as of September 2015) include the total number of reports written by officers during the month.
****Events (new category as of September 2015) include all activities conducted by officers, including foot patrols, premise checks,
traffic stops, and all other calls for service not included as Group A and Group B offenses.
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Town Center 

The Police Department responded to forty-eight (48) calls for service at the Town Center properties in May 
2024; of those calls there were twenty-eight (28) reported crimes, which included nine (9) Retail Thefts and 
fourteen (14) Panhandler/Criminal Trespass incidents. There was a 20% decrease in calls for service in 
comparison to year-to-date 2023 statistics. In addition, there was a one-hundred and fifty-five percent 
(155%) increase in Criminal Activity in comparison to year-to-date 2023 statistics. This large increase can be 
contributed to an increase for panhandlers/remove unwanted calls.  

 
Collaboration and Relationship Strengthening 

• Attended the West Suburban Chiefs of Police Association meeting on May 1, 2024. 

• Attended Northwestern University School of Police Staff and Command Graduation on 
May 17, 2024. Detective Sergeant Labriola completed the rigorous course and was selected 
by his peers as recipient of the Franklin M. Kreml Leadership Award. 

• Attended the NIPAS Annual Meeting on May 21, 2024. 

• Attended the Board of Fire and Police Commissioners meeting on May 21, 2024. 

• Attended an Emergency Response Planning Meeting with all Department heads on May 22, 
2024. 

• Attended the West Suburban Consolidated Dispatch Center Operations Committee 
Meeting on May 23, 2024. 

• Meeting with CEO of the 100 Club of Illinois regarding officer wellness program 
development on May 23, 2024. 

• Participated in the 99th Annual River Forest Memorial Day Parade on May 27, 2024. 

• Attended the annual District 90 Safety Meeting on May 28, 2024. 

• Meeting with Lexipol representatives to begin policy and procedure review on May 29, 
2024. 

 

  
Northwestern University School of Police Staff & Command Graduation      Honor Guard at the Memorial Day Parade 
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School and Community Support 
The following is a summary of the activity that occurred during April relating to Ordinance Enforcement and 
School Resource/Community Service: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAY 2024 ACTIVITY CSO BUS 
Bank/Metra 17 Assignments 

2.5 Hrs. 
Errands 5 Assignments 

7 Hrs. 
Local Ordinance Enforcement / 

Citations 
3 Assignments 

3 Citations. 
Parking Citations 16 Citations 

Fingerprinting Assignments 1 Assignments 
20 Mins. 

Administrative Duties 7 Assignments 
11.5 Hrs. 

Animal Calls 9 Assignments 
6.5 Hrs. 

Vehicle Service 8 Assignments 
9 Hrs. 

Crossings 1 Assignments 
30 Mins. 

Bond Hearing / Court 9 Assignments 
16.5 Hrs. 

MAY 2024 CSO BUS CSO BUS 
VIOLATION TYPE TICKETS WARNINGS 

Time Limit 1 30 
No Parking Anytime 1 

 

Vehicle License 0 
 

Fire Lane/Hydrant 1 
 

Handicapped 0 
 

Resident Only Zone 0 
 

Permit Parking Only 5 
 

Daily Parking Fee Zone 6 
 

Expired Registration 0 
 

Other Parking Offense 2 
 

TOTAL 16 30 
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Other Assignments 16 Assignments 
32 Hrs. 

Adjudication / Red Light Hearing 1 Assignment 
120 Hrs. 

Child Safety Seat 
Inspection/Install 

1 Assignments 
30 Mins. 

Other Calls for Service  21 Assignments 
9.5 Hrs. 

 
School Resource/Community Service Officer Activity Summary for May 2024 

 
Written Reports 14 
Foot Patrols / Premise Checks 53 
ISEARCH, ICAC, and Too Good For 
Drugs Activities 12 

Calls for Service 
               14 

Other Assignments 59 Assignments 
110 Hrs. 

Special Assignments 42 Assignments 
71 Hrs. 

(See Below) 
 

School and Community-Support Activity Highlights for May 2024 
 

Ofc. Drake completed the following: 
 

• Completed April monthly report on 05/01/2024. 
• Conducted three (3) ISEARCH presentations at Roosevelt for eighth grade on 05/01/2024. 
• Conducted three (3) ISEARCH presentations at Roosevelt for eighth grade on 05/02/2024. 
• Attended Wellness Task Force meeting on 05/02/2024. 
• Attended court at Maybrook for #24-00079 on 05/03/2024. 
• Attended Junior Citizen Police Academy meeting with Sergeant Ransom on 05/03/2024. 
• Assisted Fresh Thyme with event planning on 05/06/2024. 
• Completed May Police Law Institute online training on 05/07/2024. 
• Completed Opioid Overdose Awareness training on 05/07/2024. 
• Attended Illinois Prevention Network monthly Zoom meeting on 05/07/2024. 
• Completed River Forest Emergency Bracelet order on 05/07/2024. 
• Took Trinity High School advice call and completed report #24-00528 on 05/08/2024. 
• Took Keystone Montessori advice call and completed report #24-00530 on 05/08/2024. 
• Assisted Keystone Montessori with criminal trespass letter and field interview card on 05/09/2024. 
• Attended Youth Network Council meeting at Oak Park Library on 05/09/2024. 
• Attended Police Memorial at Cermak Woods on 05/10/2024. 
• Delivered River Forest Emergency Bracelet order on 05/10/2024. 
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• Attended meeting at Trinity with staff and juvenile reference report #24-00528 on 05/13/2024. 
• Completed community interaction meeting with juvenile on 05/14/2024. 
• Conducted four (4) ISEARCH presentations at Willard for fourth grade on 05/15/2024. 
• Attended Opioid Task Force monthly meeting on 05/16/2024. 
• Organized and attended Dunkin’ Cop on a Rooftop fundraising event with Forest Park Police 

Department on 05/17/2024. 
• Returned left over merchandise to Special Olympics Illinois on 05/20/2024. 
• Provided a station tour to juveniles on 05/20/2024. 
• Completed Willard school follow up and supplemental report #24-00554 on 05/21/2024. 
• Assisted WEDGE Task Force on 05/22/2024 and completed supplemental report #24-00466 on 

05/22/2024. 
• Completed bicycle registrations and delivered to registrants on 05/23/2024. 
• Attended and rode bicycle in River Forest Memorial Day Parade on 05/27/2024. 
• Completed Lincoln School supplemental report #24-00629 and report #24-00637 for damaged Pride 

decorations on 05/28/2024. 
• Completed River Forest Library detail on 05/23/2024 and 05/28/2024. 
• Conducted ISEARCH tour of River Forest Police Department for three (3) Lincoln kindergarten classes 

on 05/29/2024. 
• Met with offender and completed local ordinance citation #C2040-000001 for report #24-00637 on 

05/29/2024. 
• Retrieved evidence from Regional Computer Forensics Laboratory on 05/30/2024. 
• Attend FOP meeting with command staff on 05/30/2024. 
• Conducted ISEARCH squad car demonstration at Willard School for three (3) kindergarten classes on 

05/30/2024. 
• Assisted patrol and Investigations Unit throughout the month.  
• Conducted school and business premise checks throughout the month. 

 

UPCOMING School and Community Support Activities for June 2024 
 

Ofc. Drake will: 
 

• Attend Roosevelt Middle School for the eighth-grade car wash on 06/03/2024. 
• Attend Pride Flag Raising and Lincoln School Walk on 06/03/2024. 
• Attend West Suburban Region Substance Use Task Force meeting on 06/04/2024. 
• Attend Lincoln School and St. Luke School field days on 06/06/2024. 
• Attend court at Maybrook for subpoena #24-00079 on 06/07/2024. 
• Attend court for federal hearing on 06/18/2024. 
• Attend Opioid Task Force monthly meeting on 06/20/2024. 
• Participate in Law Enforcement Torch Run on bicycle on 06/22/2024. 
• Provide a station tour for residents on 06/24/2024. 
• Attend LGBTQ+ Webinar on 06/25/2024. 
• Attend court at Maybrook for subpoena #23-00748 on 06/27/2024. 
• Continue to complete River Forest Library details throughout the month. 
• Shift focus to businesses and update Frontline Keyholder Portal throughout the month. 
• Assist patrol and Investigations Unit as needed throughout the month. 
• Conduct bike patrols and business area Foot patrols throughout the month. 
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Sgt. Grill will: 
 

• Continue to train the new Records Division personnel. 
• Assist in launching the new Axon Body Worn Camera and Dash Camera systems. 
• Assist in deploying new portable radios on the 800Mhz band. 
• Assist with Adjudication hearings and manage caseload. 
• Work on possible grant application opportunities. 
• Plan special events and complete permit reviews and approvals. 
• Manage movie and commercial film details, permits, and requests. 
• Assist with Information Technology projects. 
• Address subpoenas, FOIA requests and other records requests for various sources of police video used 

in police response and criminal investigations. 
• Manage various grant activities and applications. 
• Assist with Vehicle Maintenance and Equipment. 
• Assist with Red Light Enforcement system. 
• Continue to support CSO Bus. 

 

     CSO Bus will: 
 

• Monitor parking issues near the various schools. 
• Assist with Records Division functions. 
• Assist with Child Safety Seat Installations  
• Enforce any/all new regulated parking zones. 
• Monitor crossing guard performance and presence. 
• Monitor parking issues near the River Forest Community Center. 
• Monitor and enforce parking regulations in Daily Fee, Time Zone, Resident Only Zones, and 

Handicapped Parking Only Areas etc. 
• Assist with Court records communications. 
• Assist with Animal Control. 
• Administer traffic control services during Fire and Police related events. 
• Continue to utilize the Automated License Plate Reader to increase efficiency and effectiveness of 

parking enforcement efforts to gain better community compliance. 
 

 
 

River Forest Police participated in Cop on a Rooftop in support of the Special Olympics of Illinois 
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Budget and Fiscal Monitoring 
 

May 1 – May 31, 2024 
May is the first month of Fiscal Year 2025. There was a 163% increase in overtime costs in comparison to 
May 2023. Overtime costs increased by 180% YTD comparing Fiscal Year 2024 to Fiscal Year 2023.  
 
Revenue/Expenditure Summary 

 
 

 
 

Community Policing/Crime Prevention Activities: 
• Officers conducted additional patrols and premise checks in the business districts, parks, school play 

areas and the library. 
• Officers conducted numerous traffic missions in locations that have been identified as priorities based 

on traffic crash data and citizen requests. 
• Officers completed numerous premise checks and walk throughs at religious schools/places of worship. 

Officers provided extra watch and increased presence in the area of Har Zion Temple and Oak Park 
Temple on Sundays for their “Solidarity Walk.”. 

• Officers focused on positive community interactions, handed out numerous “Bike Helmets for Bonbon” 
coupons throughout the month.  

• Officers attended the Fresh Thyme “birthday” event on May 19th, 2024. 
• Officers attended Roosevelt School Centennial Celebration event May 29th, 2024. 
• Officers assisted with Amber Kardosh 5K race walk at Willard school on May 19th, 2024. 
• Officers assisted with the Memorial Day Parade.  

 
Directed Patrols/ Traffic Enforcement 
 
The Midnight Shift focused enforcement on Harlem Avenue. Dayshift was assigned traffic enforcement 
missions on Division Street and Lake Street. The Afternoon Shift conducted enforcement missions on Chicago 
Avenue, North Avenue and Lake Street/Park Avenue. The traffic unit was assigned traffic enforcement 
missions on Lake Street.  
 
The Midnight Shift made thirty-two (32) stops, issued twenty-seven (27) citations and seventeen (17) warnings 
were issued during their traffic mission. The shift made five (5) traffic arrests which were administratively 
towed during the enforcement traffic mission this month. 
 

Category Total # 
Paid FY24 
05/31 

Total # 
Paid 
FY24 
Y-T-D 

Expenditure/ 
Revenue FY24 
05/31 

FY24 Y-T-D 
Expenditure/Revenue 

Parking/Compliance 
Citations 

338 338 $11,696 $11,696 

Admin. Tows 37 37 $18,500 $18,500 
Local Ordinance  2 2 $125 $125 
Overtime 363 hrs 363 hrs $24,252 $24,252 



  
Page 8 

 
  
  

The Dayshift made seventy-one (71) stops with seventy (70) citations and twenty-three (23) warnings issued. 
The shift recorded four (4) traffic-related arrests during enforcement missions this month. Three (3) vehicles 
were administratively towed.  
 
The Afternoon shift made thirty-six (36) stops with fifty-five (55) citations and eleven (11) warnings issued 
during traffic enforcement missions. The shift made fifteen (15) traffic arrests with ten (10) administrative 
towed vehicles during their enforcement missions.  
 
The Traffic unit made fifty-one (51) stops with sixty-six (66) citations, nine (9) traffic arrests, and eleven (11) 
vehicles were towed during their enforcement. The officers assigned to the unit were assigned to the WEDGE 
Task Force and patrol for multiple days.  
 
Notable Events and Arrests: 
   
24-00510  Driving While License Suspended  
On May 3, 2024, 5:30AM, a River Forest officer conducting traffic enforcement near Keystone Avenue and 
Madison Street observed a vehicle driving 40mph on Madison Street where the speed limit is 25mph.  The 
vehicle was stopped and the driver, a 28 year old male from Maywood, was found to be driving with a 
suspended driver’s license, with three suspensions for mandatory insurance violation, DUI, and failure to 
appear at court.  He also could not provide proof of insurance for the vehicle. He was arrested for Driving 
While License Suspended, processed, and later released on a Citation and Notice.  The vehicle was towed with 
an administrative hold placed on the vehicle. 
 
24-00544  Retail Theft 
On May 10, 2024, 10:48PM, River Forest units were dispatched to Walgreen`s for a retail theft.  Officers located 
a subject, a 34 year old male from Chicago, nearby who matched the given description and was in possession 
of the stolen merchandise.  When questioned, he provided a fictitious identity to officers.  He was also found to 
have been previously banned from Walgreen’s.  He was arrested for Retail Theft, Obstructing Identification 
and Criminal Trespass to Property, processed, and later released on a Citation and Notice. 
 
24-00549  Driving While License Revoked  
On May 12, 2024, 3:41AM, a River Forest officer on patrol near Harlem Avenue and Division Street observed a 
vehicle driving on Harlem Avenue with a suspended registration.  The vehicle was stopped and the driver, a 
43 year old female from Batavia, was found to be driving with a revoked driver’s license, revoked for DUI.  She 
also could not provide proof of insurance for the vehicle. She was arrested for Driving While License Revoked, 
processed, and later released on a Citation and Notice.  The vehicle was towed with an administrative hold 
placed on the vehicle. 
 
24-00550  Driving While License Suspended  
On May 12, 2024 4:37AM, a River Forest officer backing up an officer on a traffic arrest on Harlem Avenue, 
observed a vehicle speed past the stop without changing lanes or slowing down, in violation of Scott’s Law.  
The vehicle was stopped and the driver, a 26 year old female from Chicago, was found to be driving with a 
suspended driver’s license, suspended for mandatory insurance violations.  She also could not provide proof 
of insurance for the vehicle.  She was arrested for Driving While License Suspended, processed, and later 
released on a Citation and Notice.  The vehicle was towed with an administrative hold placed on the vehicle. 
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24-00570  Driving Under the Influence 
On May 16, 2024, 2:39AM, a River Forest officer on general patrol near Chicago Avenue and Harlem Avenue 
observed a vehicle driving 57mph on Harlem where the speed limit is 30mph and swerving out of its lane.  The 
vehicle was stopped and the driver, a 31 year old female from River Forest, exhibited numerous signs of 
alcohol impairment, failed Standardized Field Sobriety Tests, and was arrested for Driving Under the Influence 
of Alcohol. At the station, she provided a sample revealing a Blood Alcohol Content of 0.218.  She was 
processed and later released on a Citation and Notice.  The vehicle was towed with an administrative hold 
placed on the vehicle. 
 
24-00613  Driving While License Suspended  
On May 24, 2024, 2:44AM, a River Forest officer on general patrol near North Avenue and Harlem Avenue 
observed a vehicle driving 71mph on North where the speed limit is 30mph.  The vehicle was stopped and the 
driver, a 21 year old male from Chicago, was found to be driving with a suspended driver’s license, suspended 
for mandatory insurance violations.  He was arrested for Driving While License Suspended and Aggravated 
Speeding, processed, and later released on a Citation and Notice.  The vehicle was towed with an 
administrative hold placed on the vehicle. 
 
24-00617  Driving Under the Influence  
On May 25, 2024, 2:52AM, a River Forest officer on general patrol near North Avenue and Jackson Avenue 
observed a vehicle driving 51mph on North where the speed limit is 30mph, swerving out of its lane, and 
disregarding traffic control devices.  The vehicle was stopped and the driver, a 23 year old male from Chicago, 
exhibited numerous signs of cannabis impairment, failed Standardized Field Sobriety Tests, and was arrested 
for Driving Under the Influence of Drugs. He also could not provide proof of insurance for the vehicle. He was 
processed and later released on a Citation and Notice.  The vehicle was towed with an administrative hold 
placed on the vehicle. 
 
24-000559  Traffic Arrest  
On May 14, 2024, 09:57AM, a River Forest unit stopped a vehicle for expired/suspended registration on the 
7700 block of Division Street. The driver, a 56 year old male Chicago resident had no valid driver’s license and 
was placed under arrest. He was cited and released from the scene on a Citation and Notice with a court date 
at Maybrook Courthouse.  
 
24-00596  Traffic Arrest 
On May 21, 2024, 1:25PM, a River Forest unit stopped a vehicle for expired/suspended registration on the 7400 
block of Division Street. The driver, a 27 year old male Chicago resident had a suspended license and was 
placed under arrest. He was cited and released from the scene on a Citation and Notice with a court date at 
Maybrook Courthouse.  
 
24-00568  Traffic Arrest 
On May 15, 2024, 08:49AM, a River Forest unit stopped a vehicle for speeding in the Jewel parking lot (7525 
Lake Street). The driver, a 29 year old male Chicago resident had a suspended driver’s license and was placed 
under arrest. He was cited and released from the scene on a Citation and Notice with a court date at Maybrook 
Courthouse.  
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24-00606  Traffic Arrest  
On May 23, 2024, 08:23AM, a River Forest unit stopped a vehicle for suspended registration in the Athletico 
parking lot (1135 Harlem Avenue). The driver, a 34 year old male Chicago resident had a suspended license 
and was placed under arrest. He was cited and released from the scene on a Citation and Notice with a court 
date at Maybrook Courthouse. 
 
24-00211  Criminal Damage to Property 
On May 27, 2024, 10:55AM, River Forest units responded to 7711North Avenue for a domestic disturbance. It 
was discovered that the resident’s daughter, a 20 year old female who resided in Chicago, had kicked open the 
front door of the residence, causing damage to the door, before leaving the scene on foot. The offender was 
located nearby at the North Avenue/Lathrop Avenue bus stop. She was arrested, transported to the station, 
processed, and charged with criminal damage to property. She was later released on a Citation and Notice 
with a court date at Maybrook Courthouse.   
 
24-00641  Traffic Arrest / Obstructing A Peace Officer 
On May 29, 2024, 09:48AM, a River Forest unit was flagged down by a motorist and notified of a crash that just 
occurred at the Thatcher Avenue/North Avenue intersection. A 33 year old female Bellwood resident on scene 
stated she had been driving the car. Upon further investigation, it was determined that the other involved 
party, a 32 year old male Chicago resident, had actually been driving and the two had lied about him being a 
passenger because his license was revoked. The male was arrested for driving on a revoked license, cited, and 
released from the scene on a Citation and Notice with a court date at Maybrook Courthouse. The female was 
issued a Local Ordinance citation for obstructing a peace officer and given an adjudication date at Village Hall.   
 
2400040840  Assist other Agency/ Disturbance 
On May 24, 2024, 7:11PM, River Forest units were dispatched to the Cook County Forest Preserve located at 
8030 Chicago Avenue for a report of shots fired, followed by a report of a fight. Upon arrival, River Forest 
officers observed that the parking lot of the Forest Preserve was overflowing with vehicles, and there were at 
least 200 people on site for an event. Officers observed several large groups engaged in arguments and 
fighting, and advised dispatch more units were needed. Officers attempted to disperse the crowd and separate 
hostile groups and individuals. Forest Preserve and Forest Park officers arrived on scene. Many individuals 
were uncooperative and continued to instigate fights with others, but officers continued diffusing the 
altercations and getting people to leave in their vehicles. There was no evidence of shots being fired. The 
situation was under control after approximately twenty minutes. 
 
24-00526   Possession of Stolen Motor Vehicle/ Warrant Arrest 
On May 7, 2024, 6:37PM, a River Forest officer was conducting traffic enforcement on Lake Street and received 
a license plate reader alert for a stolen vehicle traveling westbound on Lake Street from Harlem Avenue. The 
officer confirmed the vehicle was reported stolen out of Oak Park. The vehicle was stopped near 7411 Lake 
Street, and the driver, a 28-year-old woman from Chicago, was detained. The owner of the vehicle was 
contacted and did not want to sign complaints against the offender; he only wanted the vehicle back. The 
offender was also driving with a suspended license and had four warrants from other agencies including CPD. 
The offender received traffic citations and was turned over to CPD. 
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24-00537  Retail Theft/ Criminal Trespass/ Warrant 
On May 9, 2024, 9:42PM, River Forest units were dispatched to a retail theft at Jewel located at 7525 Lake 
Street. Responding officers located the offender, a 47-year-old man from Maywood, walking away from the 
store. The offender was detained and identified by a Jewel employee. Recovered from the offender’s clothing 
was approximately $270.00 worth of merchandise. Officers learned the offender had three warrants out of 
Cook County and was already banned from Jewel. The offender was charged with retail theft, the warrants, 
and criminal trespass. He was transported to the Maybrook courthouse. 
 
24-00599  Possession of a Controlled Substance 
On May 21, 2024, 4:55PM, a River Forest officer received a license plate reader alert for a vehicle with 
suspended registration traveling eastbound on North Avenue from Thatcher Avenue. The officer initiated a 
traffic stop on the vehicle and learned that the driver, a 36-year-old man from Chicago had a suspended 
driver’s license. The driver was taken into custody and transported to the station. During a custodial search of 
the offender, a white powdery substance was located in a folded dollar bill in his wallet. The substance tested 
positive for fentanyl. The offender was charged with several traffic violations and possession of a controlled 
substance. He was later released on a Citation and Notice. 
 
24-00503  No Valid Driver’s License Arrest              
On May 1, 2024, 12:18PM, a River Forest traffic officer was in the area of Harlem Avenue/ Oak Avenue, when 
the officer observed a vehicle with an expired registration. The officer conducted a traffic stop on the vehicle. A 
records check of the driver, a 19 year old female from Stickney revealed that she did not have a valid driver’s 
license. The driver was charged with no valid driver’s license, expired registration, and no seatbelt. The 
offender was released on scene with a citation and notice. 
 
24-00504  Suspended Driver’s License Arrest                
On May 1, 2024, 2:55PM, a River Forest traffic officer was in the area of Harlem Avenue/ North Avenue, when 
the officer observed a vehicle to avoid an official traffic control device. The officer conducted a traffic stop on 
the vehicle. A records check of the driver, a 29 year old male from Chicago revealed that he had a suspended 
driver’s license. The driver was charged with driving while license suspended and avoiding a traffic control 
device. The offender was released on scene with a citation and notice. 
 
24-00577  No Valid Driver’s License Arrest 
On May 17, 2024, 3:36PM, River Forest tactical officers were in the area of Madison Street/ Keystone Avenue, 
when they observed a vehicle with a fictitious temporary registration. The officers conducted a traffic stop on 
the vehicle. A records check of the driver, a 32 year old male from Chicago revealed that he did not have a 
valid driver’s license. A records check confirmed the temporary registration to be fictitious. The driver was 
charged with no valid driver’s license, possession of fictitious registration, no insurance, and improper signal. 
The offender was released from the station on citation and notice. 
 
24-00592  Suspended Driver’s License Arrest             
On May 20, 2024, 12:07PM, a River Forest traffic officer was in the area of 624 N Harlem Avenue, when the 
officer observed a vehicle with a suspended registration. The officer conducted a traffic stop on the vehicle. A 
records check of the driver, a 36 year old male from Chicago revealed that he had a suspended driver’s license. 
The driver was charged with driving while license suspended and suspended registration. The offender was 
released on scene with a citation and notice. 
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24-00636  No Valid Driver’s License Arrest 
On May 28, 2024, 1:23PM, a River Forest traffic officer was in the area of Lake Street/ Forest Avenue, when the 
officer observed a vehicle with a suspended registration. The officer conducted a traffic stop on the vehicle. A 
records check of the driver, a 26 year old male from Maywood revealed that he did not have a valid driver’s 
license. The driver was charged with no valid driver’s license and suspended registration. The offender was 
released on scene with a citation and notice. 

24-00649  No Valid Driver’s License Arrest 
On May 30, 2024, 4:54PM, a River Forest traffic officer was in the area North Avenue/ Clinton Place, when the 
officer observed a vehicle with a suspended registration. The officer conducted a traffic stop on the vehicle. A 
records check of the driver, a 41 year old female from Chicago revealed that she did not have a valid driver’s 
license. The driver was charged with no valid driver’s license, operating uninsured motor vehicle, and 
suspended registration. The offender was released on scene with a citation and notice. 
 
24-00538  Possession of a Controlled Substance 
On May 10, 2024 12:19AM, a River Forest tactical officer was in the area of the 7600 block of North Avenue, 
when the officer observed a vehicle commit several lane violations as it traveled eastbound on North Avenue. 
The officer conducted a traffic stop on the vehicle at the Shell gas station at 7201 North Avenue, and made 
contact with the driver, a 39-year-old male from Addison. Records check of the driver revealed his driver’s 
license to be revoked since 2010. The offender was placed into custody, and a search of the driver’s vehicle 
revealed six unlawfully possessed generic Xanax bars, for which the driver did not have a prescription. The 
driver was charged with possession of a controlled substance and driving on a revoked license. The offender 
was released from the River Forest Police Department on a citation and notice.  

24-00561  Warrant Arrest 
On May 14, 2024, 2:42PM, a River Forest traffic officer was in the area of the 7800 block of Lake Street when the 
officer observed a burgundy Kia SUV traveling eastbound on Lake Street with fictitious registration plates. The 
officer conducted a traffic stop of the vehicle on the 300 block of Ashland Avenue, and contacted the driver, a 
35-year-old male from Chicago. A records check of the driver revealed that he had an active warrant out of 
Kane County for prior traffic offenses. The driver was arrested and charged with his outstanding warrant. The 
offender was transported from the River Forest Police Department to the Cook County Sheriff's Office for a 
hearing on May 15th, 2024.  

24-00610  Warrant Arrest 
On May 23, 2024, 5:45PM, River Forest Tactical Officers were assigned to the WEDGE Task Force and were in 
the area of the eastbound Cicero Avenue exit of the Interstate 290. At that time, the officers attempted to 
conduct a traffic stop on a vehicle that was reported as stolen out of Chicago. The vehicle subsequently 
rammed the officer’s squad car, at which point the driver fled on foot and made good of his escape. With 
assistance from other WEDGE units, the passenger, a 21-year-old female from Chicago, was taken into 
custody. A records check of the passenger revealed her to have three active warrants from DuPage County, 
Cook County, and Glen Ellyn. The passenger was turned over to the Glen Ellyn Police department, where she 
was charged with her active warrants.  
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The following chart summarizes and compares the measured activity for all three patrol watches during the 
month of May 2024:  
 

 Midnights 
2230-0630  

Day Watch 
0630-1430 

Third Watch 
1430-2230 

Traffic & 
Tactical Unit 

Criminal Arrests 3 1 3 2 
Warrant Arrests 0 0 8 4 
D.U.I Arrests 2 0 0 0 
Misdemeanor Traffic Arrests 11 6 18 9 
Hazardous Moving Violations 55 85 61 55 
Compliance Citations 29 50 16 11 
Parking Citations 300 38 0 4 
Traffic Stop Data Sheets 131 138 66 51 
Quasi-Criminal Arrests/ L.O 1 2 2 0 
Field Interviews 7 12 7 10 
Premise Checks/Foot Patrols 499 322 292 75 
Written Reports 38 59 84 16 
Administrative Tows 11 3 10 11 
Booted vehicles 1 0 0 0 
Sick Time used (in days) 2 6 1 0 

 
 
Detective Division 
 
Detective Sergeant Labriola worked nine (9) days performing detective duties. 
 
Detective Zermeno worked twenty-one (21) days performing detective duties. 
 
Detective Sergeant Labriola was at Northwestern University School of Public Safety Staff & Command for two 
weeks. 
 
Detective Sergeant Labriola was assigned as a supervisor for WEDGE for one day. 
 
Detective Zermeno attended a Board of Fire and Police Commission meeting. 
 
Detective Zermeno was assigned to WEDGE for one day. 
 
During the month of May, the Detective Unit completed numerous online mandated continuous educational 
courses.  
 
During the month of May, the Detective Unit opened up/reviewed eleven (11) cases for potential follow-up. Of 
those cases, four (4) were cleared by an arrest, two (2) were exceptionally cleared, and five (5) are still active.  
The Unit also continued to investigate open cases from previous months, as well as assisted the Patrol Division 
in cases reported in the month of May. 
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Year to Date Arrest Statistics 
 

Quantity Arrested # Felony  
Charges 

# Misdemeanor 
Charges 

# Warrants 

17 4 8 9 
 

May 2024 Case Assignment Summary 
 

Group A # Cases Cleared by 
Arrest 

Adm 
Closed 

Screen 
Out 

Susp Except Pend Refer Unfound 

Assault 1 1     
 

  
Burglary 1      1   

Retail Theft 2 1     1   
Group A Total 4 2 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 

Group B # Cases Cleared by 
Arrest 

Adm 
Closed 

Screen 
Out 

Susp Except 
Clear 

Pend Refer Unfound 

Fleeing and Eluding 2  
 

  1 1   
Hit and Run 3     1 2   

Criminal Damage 2 2        
Group B Total 7 2 0 0 0       2 3 0 0 

TOTALS 11 4 0 0 0 2 5 0 0 
 

May 2024 Juvenile Arrests 
 
 
 
 
 

New Investigations 
 

24-00484  Burglary 
On April 26, 204, at 9:21AM, a River Forest Officer took a report of a Burglary at Concordia University.  School 
public safety related that the football team’s storage facility had been burglarized at 1:41AM that day according 
to video surveillance, and the offenders can be seen rummaging through items but did not remove anything 
from the storage facility.  One of the offenders was identified as a former team member who had been arrested 
by RFPD in the past.  Investigators contacted the subject who related he will turn himself in when he is back in 
town during the month of June.  This case is still active. 
 
24-00525  Hit & Run  
On May 6, 2024, at 2:21AM, a River Forest Officer responded to Concordia University for a vehicle that ran 
over a metal barrier on the campus grounds.  The driver fled the accident but was later identified by 
investigators.  The driver, a 27-year-old female from Chicago was taken into custody and charged accordingly.  
This case was cleared by an arrest and the vehicle was administratively towed.  
 
24-00369  Aggravated Fleeing and Eluding 
On March 30, 204, at 6:35PM a River Forest Officer attempted to stop a vehicle for speeding in the 7900 block of 
Madison.  After the officer activated the vehicle’s emergency equipment, the vehicle fled and increased speeds 
while eluding the attempted traffic stop.  Investigators have been unable to locate the offending vehicle, and 
this case is still active. 

Offenses Adjusted Cited Petitioned Referred 
Criminal Damage  1   

Total (1) 0 1 0 0 
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24-00531  Retail Theft 
On May 8, 2024, at 6:40PM, River Forest Officers responded to Ulta located at 7231 Lake St. in reference to a 
retail theft.  Sthe store employee related that a male subject removed nearly $2,000 worth of merchandise 
without paying for the items.  Investigators used the Village license plate readers to identify the offending 
vehicle and identify the offender who was positively identified in a photo lineup.  Investigators towed the 
offending vehicle, and the offender’s mother related that he will turn himself in.  This case is still active. 
 
24-00535  Retail Theft  
On May 9, 2024, at 1:30PM, River Forest Officers responded to Ulta located at 7231 Lake St. in reference to a 
Retail Theft.  Investigators responded and located the offender, a 51-year-old male subject from Chicago who 
took nearly $400 of merchandise without paying for the items.  He was taken into custody and released on a 
cite and notice.  This case was cleared by an arrest. 
 
24-00553  Fleeing and Eluding  
On May 13, 2024, at 5:38AM, a River Forest Officer attempted to stop a vehicle for speeding in the 7900 block of 
Madison.  The vehicle initially pulled over, but as the officer exited his squad, the vehicle fled the stop at a high 
rate of speed.  Investigators located the vehicle and towed it with an administrative hold.  This case was 
exceptionally cleared.  
 
24-00587  Hit & Run  
On May 19, 2024, at approximately 9:15PM a victim reported that his vehicle was struck in the 7200 block of 
Augusta, and the offending vehicle fled the area.  Investigators contacted the registered owners who came to 
RFPD and provided insurance information which was given to the victim.  The vehicle was administratively 
towed.  This case was exceptionally cleared.  
 
24-00602  Assault 
On May 22, 2024, at 4:23PM, River Forest Officers responded to Walgreen’s located at 7251 Lake St. in reference 
to an assault.  The store employees related that female subject appeared to be committing a retail theft, and 
when she was approached by the store employees, she implied she had a firearm while making threats.  The 
female subject was identified as a 36-year-old from Chicago, by investigators, and placed into custody on May 
30, 2024, in Forest Park and later released on a cite and notice.  This case was cleared by an arrest.  
 
24-00610  Hit & Run 
On May 23, 2024, at 8:34PM, investigators were working with the WEDGE Task Force when they were alerted 
of a stolen car from a license plate reader.  The stolen vehicle was on the ramp of I-290 and Cicero when 
WEDGE units attempted to stop the vehicle.  The vehicle crashed into a RFPD unmarked vehicle, and the 
driver fled the scene.  The passenger was taken into custody for a Glen Ellyn warrant and the driver has been 
identified.  This case is still active although one arrest has been made. 
  
24-00611  Fleeing and Eluding  
On May 24, 2024, at 11:53PM, a River Forest Officer attempted to stop a vehicle for driving 71MPH in a posted 
30MPH speed limit zone in the 7800 block of North Ave.  The vehicle did not stop, and the officer did not 
pursue.  This case is still active.   
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24-00628  Hit & Run  
On May 26, 2024, at 2:34PM, a River Forest Officer responded to the 7900 block of Lake St. in reference toa hit 
and run.  The driver of the victim vehicle related that he was rear ended, and the offending vehicle fled the 
accident.  A check of the Village license plate readers by investigators identified the offending vehicle.  This 
case is still pending.  
 
24-00637  Disorderly Conduct  
On May 28, 2024, at 1:02PM, a River Forest Officer received a report that a banner placed at Lincoln School in 
honor of Pride month had been torn.  Investigators reviewed the Village video cameras and determined the 
incident took place on May 27, 2024, at 1:40PM.  Investigators located the offending vehicle using the Village’s 
license plate readers and located the registered owner.  The juvenile son of the registered owner was cited.  
This case was cleared by a juvenile arrest. 
 
Old Investigations 
 
21-01325  Forgery 
On December 2, 2021, River Forest Investigators were contacted by the Hiawatha Police Department in Iowa 
and was advised that multiple fraudulent checks from a charitable organization were deposited into Chase 
accounts at the branch located at 630 N. Harlem in River Forest in September 2021.  The account holders have 
been identified through a subpoena process, and the total loss exceeds $15,000.  Investigators with the 
assistance from the West Suburban Enhanced Drug and Gang Task Force (WEDGE) have been searching for 
the suspects with negative results.  Investigators will attempt to secure arrest warrants for both account 
holders, and this case is still active.  Investigators obtained arrest warrants for both subjects.  One had been 
taken into custody in 2022, and the other was located in Galesburg, IL and taken into custody on May 22, 2024, 
by RFPD.  The subject had a total of four (4) outstanding warrants as well.  This case was cleared by an arrest. 
 
23-01344  Retail Theft 
On October 23, 2023, at 4:22PM, a River Forest Officer responded to a retail theft located at CVS located at 7929 
North Ave. The offenders took multiple cosmetic items and fled the scene in a vehicle in which the registration 
was obtained by a witness.  Investigators located the vehicle in Des Plaines and towed the vehicle.  The store 
employee and witness were unable to identify the offenders, and this case was exceptionally cleared.  Two 
subjects were later identified and a 29-year-old female and a 30-year-old female, both from Chicago were taken 
into custody by investigators. 
 
24-00274  Home Repair Fraud  
On March 7, 2024, a River Forest Officer received a report of a home repair fraud that occurred on February 20, 
2024.  The victim related that she paid a subject $3,000 to do chimney repair work.  The work was not complete 
and the work that was done was equivalent to a $300 job according to a licensed vendor. Investigators obtained 
multiple search warrants for bank account information, and the offender was identified as a person who 
committed multiple similar crimes in the past.  The offender, a 56-year-old male from Stickney was taken into 
custody and released on a cite and notice. 
 
 
24-00478  Mail Threat  
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On April 25, 2024, at 10:09AM, a River Forest Officer responded to the River Forest Library in reference to a 
mail threat report.  A letter was sent to the library and contained a live round of ammunition with a note that 
read “the next one is going through your forehead at close range.”  It was directed at the director of the library.  
Potential DNA was recovered from the envelope and was sent to the Illinois State Police Forensic Science 
Center in Chicago for further analysis.  The items obtained during the arrest of a subject reference 24-00498 
were sent to the FBI for handwriting analysis.  This case is still active. 
 
Training 
During the month of May 2024, twenty-seven (27) officers/civilian employees attended different training 
classes for a total of seven-hundred and twenty-one (721) hours of training.  The Department members, 
courses, and total number of hours included in the courses are detailed below. 
 

Officer Course Start End Hours 
Barcenas Less Lethal Shotgun 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Bradley Honor Guard 101 5/6/2024 5/8/2024 24 
Bradley Crisis Intervention Training-40hrs 5/13/2024 5/17/2024 40 
Bradley Adaptive Leader-Leadership for Police Officers 5/31/2024 5/31/2024 8.5 
Bradley Less Lethal Shotgun 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Casarez Opioid Overdose Response 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Casarez 40 Hour Juvenile Specialist Skills 5/6/2024 5/10/2024 40 
Casarez PLI May 2024 Monthly Legal Update 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Casarez Less Lethal Shotgun 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Casey Opioid Overdose Response 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Casey PLI May 2024 Monthly Legal Update 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Casey Less Lethal Shotgun 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Cassidy Opioid Overdose Response 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Cassidy PLI May 2024 Monthly Legal Update 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Cassidy Less Lethal Shotgun 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Catalano Opioid Overdose Response 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Catalano PLI May 2024 Monthly Legal Update 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Catalano Less Lethal Shotgun 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Coleman Opioid Overdose Response 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Coleman PLI May 2024 Monthly Legal Update 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Coleman Less Lethal Shotgun 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Cortes Opioid Overdose Response 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Cortes PLI May 2024 Monthly Legal Update 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Cortes Less Lethal Shotgun 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Czernik Opioid Overdose Response 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Czernik Less Lethal Shotgun 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Diorio Introduction to Sealing and Expunging Records 5/1/2024 5/1/2024 2 
Dosen Opioid Overdose Response 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Dosen PLI May 2024 Monthly Legal Update 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Dosen Less Lethal Shotgun 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 

Officer Course Start End Hours 
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Drake Opioid Overdose Response 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Drake PLI May 2024 Monthly Legal Update 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Fries Less Lethal Shotgun 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Gonzalez Opioid Overdose Response 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Gonzalez PLI May 2024 Monthly Legal Update 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Green Less Lethal Shotgun 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Humphreys Opioid Overdose Response 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Humphreys PLI May 2024 Monthly Legal Update 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Humphreys Body Worn Cameras Course 5/7/2024 5/8/2024 17 
Humphreys Less Lethal Shotgun 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Humphreys Less Lethal 40MM Recertification 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Humphreys Merging Drone Data with FARO Technologies 4/30/2024 5/2/2024 25.5 
Juarez TASER Initial Training 5/10/2024 5/10/2024 8.5 
Labriola Opioid Overdose Response 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Labriola Staff and Command 1/16/2024 5/17/2024 400 
Labriola PLI May 2024 Monthly Legal Update 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Landini Opioid Overdose Response 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Landini PLI May 2024 Monthly Legal Update 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Landini Less Lethal Shotgun 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Lenz Honor Guard 101 5/6/2024 5/8/2024 24 
Lenz Opioid Overdose Response 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Lenz Crime Scene Investigator 4/29/2024 5/3/2024 42.5 
Lenz Less Lethal Shotgun 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Mika Opioid Overdose Response 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Mika PLI May 2024 Monthly Legal Update 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Mika Less Lethal Shotgun 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Murillo Less Lethal Shotgun 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Niemann Opioid Overdose Response 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Niemann SEND IT Surveillance Enhanced Decisions in Time 5/9/2024 5/10/2024 16 
Niemann PLI May 2024 Monthly Legal Update 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Niemann Less Lethal Shotgun 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Ransom Body Worn Cameras Course 5/7/2024 5/8/2024 17 
Ransom Less Lethal Shotgun 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Schrader Less Lethal Shotgun 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Tagle Opioid Overdose Response 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Tagle PLI May 2024 Monthly Legal Update 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Tagle Less Lethal Shotgun 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Zermeno Opioid Overdose Response 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Zermeno PLI May 2024 Monthly Legal Update 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Zermeno Less Lethal Shotgun 5/1/2024 5/31/2024 1 
Total    721 
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Village of River Forest 
 

MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT 
Fiscal Year 2025 through May 31, 2024 

 

 
 

This report includes financial information for Fiscal Year 2025 through May 31, 2024, which represents 8.33% 
of the fiscal year. A revenue and expenditure report by fund and account and an investment report for May  
2024 are attached.  

GENERAL FUND 

 
   

Revenues 
 Fiscal year-to-date revenue collections are at 6.51%.  Property Tax Revenue is at 1.41%.  Collections on the 
1st installment of the 2023 levy were due March 1, 2024.  The 2nd installment tax bills for the 2023 levy are 
expected to be out this summer.  Sales tax and non-home rule sales tax revenues are for the month of 

Percent
Budget Actual Rec/Exp

REVENUES
Taxes
  Property Taxes $7,627,767 $107,346 1.41%
  General Sales Taxes 2,348,762 187,970 8.00%
  Non Home Rule Sales Tax 1,052,477 80,784 7.68%
  Utility Taxes 628,267 52,007 8.28%
  Restaurant Tax 184,459 13,095 7.10%
  Telecommunications Tax 183,313 18,124 9.89%
  Real Estate Transfer Tax 138,851 13,491 9.72%
  Local Gasoline Tax 89,307 7,556 8.46%
  Cannabis State Excise Tax 18,278 1,684 9.21%
Intergovernmental Revenue
  Personal Property Replacement Tax 376,410 54,123 14.38%
  Use Tax 494,223 32,687 6.61%
  State Income Taxes 2,003,607 313,560 15.65%
Licenses and Permits 1,391,819 182,769 13.13%
Charges for Services
  Garbage Collections 1,243,079 78,011 6.28%
  Ambulance Fees 1,000,000 66,414 6.64%
  Other Charges for Services 348,155 50,174 14.41%
Fines 353,627 14,230 4.02%
Investment Income 376,444 40,109 10.65%
Grants and Contributions 166,931 1,278 0.77%
Miscellaneous Revenues 480,008 20,091 4.19%
  TOTAL REVENUES $20,505,784 $1,335,503 6.51%

EXPENDITURES
Administration 2,062,763$    191,359$       9.28%
E911 380,084 60,885 16.02%
Boards & Commissions 100,473 1,835 1.83%
Building and Development 634,814 35,064 5.52%
Legal Services 193,000 0 0.00%
Police Department 7,931,162 451,339 5.69%
Fire Department 6,362,376 347,780 5.47%
Public Works 3,258,236 113,992 3.50%
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $20,922,908 $1,202,254 5.75%

NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE ($417,124) $133,249

2025

Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance
Fiscal Year 2025 through May 31, 2024
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February.  Inflation rates in recent months continue to slow.  Staff continues to monitor this and will make 
adjustments as needed as economic conditions change.   
 
Use tax is slightly below projections and is also for the Month of February.   Real Estate Transfer Tax revenues 
are based on the timing of real estate sales and the housing market.   Utility tax payments are typically elevated 
during the warmer summer (electric) and cooler winter (gas) months and vary based on weather conditions.  
The Cannabis State Excise taxes are slightly above projections.  These revenues are to be used for public 
safety initiatives.   
 
Income tax receipts continue to be higher than projected.  This has been fueled by the rebounding labor 
market and extraordinary corporate income tax collections.  The payment received in May is for April 2024 
collections.  We continue to see higher revenue collections each month.  The FY 2025 State budget has no 
changes to the LGDF local share of 6.47%.  The state FY 2025 budget does include the elimination of the 1% 
grocery tax effective January 1, 2026.  This will effect future budget years. The local gasoline tax is as what 
has been projected. License and permit revenue includes spring building permit activity.  Vehicle licenses 
renewals were mailed out in May and are due July 14th .   Revenue from Ambulance billings is included in 
charges for services and has increased due to the Ground Emergency Medical Transportation (GEMT) 
reimbursement program that the Village now participates in.   
 
Expenditures 
Expenditures are at 5.75% of the budgeted amount. Salaries and benefits, with the exception of overtime, 
include payment for services rendered through the end of the month.  All expenditures except for 
Administration and E911 are in line with projections or below projections because there is about a month lag 
between the time that goods are received or services are performed, and when the vendor payment is made 
for the goods or services.  Administration expenses include expenses for information technology and E911 
expenditures include payments to West Suburban Consolidated Dispatch Center for the Village’s contributions 
through June 2024.  Payments made after April 30th for goods received and services performed prior to May 
1st were posted to the prior fiscal year.   
 

WATER AND SEWER FUND 

 

Percent
Budget Actual Rec/Exp

Operating Revenues

Permit Fees 32,210$           800$               2.48%
Water Sales 3,465,601 191,188 5.52%
Sewer Sales 2,181,390 116,135 5.32%
Water Penalties 33,000 6,527 19.78%
Miscellaneous 121,179 15,424 12.73%
Grants 750,000 0 0.00%

Total Operating Revenues 6,583,380$      330,074$         5.01%

Operating Expenses
Salaries and Benefits 1,288,401$      112,954$         8.77%
Contractual Services 618,463 33,477 5.41%
Water From Chicago 1,868,410 0 0.00%
Materials and Supplies 57,969 5,258 9.07%
Depreciation/Debt Service 1,410,495 483,293 34.26%
Transfer to CERF 102,713 8,541 8.32%

Operating Expenses including Depreciation 5,346,451$      643,523$         12.04%
Operating Revenues over Operating Exp 1,236,929$      (313,449)$        
Capital Improvements (3,087,000)$     -$                   0.00%
Total Revenues over Expenses (1,850,071)$     (313,449)$        

Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Net Position
Fiscal Year 2025 through May 31, 2024

2025
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Water and Sewer revenues are slightly above projections.  This is due to water consumption and weather 
conditions.  Overall expenses are slightly lower due to the delay in receiving and paying invoices for 
commodities and contractual services.  There is a one-month lag in payments to the City of Chicago for FY 
2025 water usage. Debt Service expenses include the May payment on all debt service.    
 
 

REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES VS. BUDGET – OTHER FUNDS 
 

  
 

CASH AND INVESTMENTS 
 

  

 
 

 
MAY 2024 FINANCE ACTIVITIES 

1. Preliminary audit field work began in May for the audit of the Village’s April 30, 2024 financial 
statements. 

2. The FY 2025 Annual Budget was submitted to the GFOA for the Distinguished Budget Award and filed 
with the county.     

3. The vehicle sticker database was updated with current vehicle information in preparation for the 2024-
2025 vehicle sticker renewal season and renewals were sent out to residents.   

4. The Finance Director and the Assistant Finance Director attended an appreciation luncheon hosted by 
the Illinois Government Finance Officers Association. 

 

Revenues
Fund 2025 2025 % 2025 2025 %

# Fund Budget YTD Actual Rec Budget YTD Actual Exp
03 Motor Fuel Tax 561,726$    47,917$      8.53% 1,251,657$ -$              0.00%$
05 Debt Service Fund 607,117$    4,757$        0.78% 611,312$    70,630$      11.55%
13 Cap Equipmnt Replcmnt 1,088,584$ 90,104$      8.28% 1,818,590$ 239,246$    13.16%
14 Capital Improvement 1,614,792$ 83,768$      5.19% 1,777,132$ -$              0.00%
31 TIF-Madison 668,524$    17,865$      2.67% 246,070$    999$          0.41%
32 TIF-North 226,402$    4,708$        2.08% 188,433$    -$              0.00%

35 Infrastructure Imp Bond 2,800$        3,000$        107.14% 300,000$    850$          0.28%

Expenditures

Cash and IMET
Fund Money Convenience

# Fund Markets Fund Investments Total

1 General 4,301,890$       59,159$      4,327,392$     8,688,441$       
3 Motor Fuel Tax 1,259,697$       -$              232,750$        1,492,447$       
5 Debt Service Fund 192,665$          -$              -$                 192,665$          
13 Capital Equip Replacemen 1,422,193$       257,989$     3,763,961$     5,444,143$       
14 Capital Improvement 352,149$          -$              731,071$        1,083,220$       
31 TIF-Madison Street 1,859,125$       -$              -$                 1,859,125$       
32 TIF- North Avenue 756,809$          -$              -$                 756,809$          
35 Infrastructure Imp Bond 640,408$          -$              -$                 640,408$          
2 Water & Sewer 2,142,917$       192,689$     732,921$        3,068,527$       

Total 12,927,853$  509,837$ 9,788,095$ 23,225,785$  

















































                              Through 05/31/2024

                              Fiscal Year 2025
 Village of River Forest Investments

Market ValuePar ValueCostMaturity DatePurchase DateInterest RateBankIDFun

2021-13 Goldman Sachs 00.500% 7/28/2021 7/29/2024 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $247,052.8201

2023-09 Farmers and Merchants 05.739% 9/28/2023 9/27/2024 $237,000.00 $237,000.00 $237,000.0001

2023-10 First Pryority Bank 05.884% 9/28/2023 9/27/2024 $236,650.00 $236,650.00 $236,650.0001

2023-14 Consumers Credit Union 05.588% 10/20/2023 10/21/2024 $236,600.00 $236,600.00 $236,600.0001

2021-20 Bank United National 00.950% 12/8/2021 12/9/2024 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $243,325.2901

2023-06 Vibrant Credit Union 05.723% 7/19/2023 1/9/2025 $231,350.00 $249,868.81 $231,350.0001

2021-09 FHLB 00.750% 3/20/2021 4/22/2025 $250,000.00 $250,000.00 $240,375.0001

2023-03 Independent Bank 05.000% 5/3/2023 5/5/2025 $243,000.00 $243,000.00 $242,200.5301

2023-05 SouthPoint Bank 05.300% 6/30/2023 6/30/2025 $248,000.00 $248,000.00 $247,967.7601

2024-04 Bank of America 04.855% 2/29/2024 8/29/2025 $243,000.00 $243,502.59 $242,216.5001

2021-14 FHLB 01.040% 10/28/2021 10/28/2025 $250,000.00 $250,000.00 $236,465.0001

2023-15 1St Source Bank 05.400% 11/29/2023 11/28/2025 $243,000.00 $243,000.00 $243,053.4601

2023-18 US Bank National Assoc 05.300% 12/15/2023 12/15/2025 $243,000.00 $243,000.00 $242,900.3701

2024-03 American National Bank 04.900% 2/28/2024 2/27/2026 $248,000.00 $248,000.00 $247,097.2801

2021-11 US Treasury 00.770% 4/29/2021 4/30/2026 $500,000.00 $499,511.72 $462,441.4101

2024-02 JP Morgan Chase 04.400% 1/31/2024 1/29/2027 $244,000.00 $244,000.00 $243,021.5601

2024-09 FHLB 05.000% 4/8/2024 10/8/2027 $250,000.00 $250,000.00 $247,675.0001

$4,327,391.98

2022-17 Morgan Stanley Private Bank 04.400% 10/14/2022 10/11/2024 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $248,093.6402
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                              Through 05/31/2024

                              Fiscal Year 2025
 Village of River Forest Investments

Market ValuePar ValueCostMaturity DatePurchase DateInterest RateBankIDFun

2023-13 Baxter Credit Union 05.484% 10/20/2023 10/21/2024 $236,850.00 $236,850.00 $236,850.0002

2023-07 Webbank 05.350% 7/24/2023 7/24/2025 $248,000.00 $248,000.00 $247,977.6802

$732,921.32

2024-06 EagleBank 04.924% 3/11/2024 9/4/2025 $232,750.00 $232,750.00 $232,750.0003

$232,750.00

2022-08 FHLB 02.500% 4/11/2022 10/11/2024 $500,000.00 $500,000.00 $494,485.0013

2021-18 Capital One Bk 00.800% 11/24/2021 11/25/2024 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $243,507.0613

2021-17 State Bank of India 00.800% 11/29/2021 11/29/2024 $249,295.13 $249,000.00 $243,365.2113

2023-08 Wells Fargo Bank 05.400% 7/26/2023 1/24/2025 $246,000.00 $246,000.00 $245,972.9413

2022-04 FHLB 01.350% 2/11/2022 2/11/2025 $300,000.00 $300,000.00 $292,071.0013

2023-11 Western Alliance Bank 05.400% 10/16/2023 4/16/2025 $243,000.00 $243,000.00 $243,034.0213

2023-17 ServisFirst Bank 05.447% 12/18/2023 6/10/2025 $231,250.00 $231,250.00 $231,250.0013

2021-15 FHLB 01.040% 10/28/2021 10/28/2025 $250,000.00 $250,000.00 $236,465.0013

2023-16 Cornerstone Bank 05.112% 12/15/2023 12/16/2025 $226,200.00 $226,200.00 $226,200.0013

2024-01 Schertz Bank & Trust 04.644% 1/22/2024 1/21/2026 $226,500.00 $226,500.00 $226,500.0013

2021-07 FHLB 00.750% 2/18/2021 3/16/2026 $100,000.00 $100,000.00 $92,743.0013

2023-12 Bank Of Old Monroe 05.550% 10/13/2023 10/13/2026 $248,000.00 $248,000.00 $248,111.6013

2024-05 Flagstar Bank 05.050% 2/7/2024 2/8/2027 $243,000.00 $243,000.00 $242,968.4113

2024-10 FHLB 05.500% 4/30/2024 4/30/2027 $250,000.00 $250,000.00 $249,612.5013
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                              Through 05/31/2024

                              Fiscal Year 2025
 Village of River Forest Investments

Market ValuePar ValueCostMaturity DatePurchase DateInterest RateBankIDFun

2024-08 FHLB 05.000% 4/8/2024 10/8/2027 $250,000.00 $250,000.00 $247,675.0013

$3,763,960.74

2023-01 Pacific Premier Bank 05.350% 3/22/2023 9/23/2024 $243,000.00 $243,000.00 $242,956.2614

2022-09 Discover Bank Greenwood 02.800% 4/27/2022 4/28/2025 $246,000.00 $246,000.00 $240,504.3614

2024-07 Washington Federal Bank 05.100% 3/28/2024 9/29/2025 $248,000.00 $248,000.00 $247,610.6414

$731,071.26

$9,788,095.30
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Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office  

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
Date: June 17, 2024 
 
To: Matt Walsh, Village Administrator 
 
From: Jessica Spencer, Assistant Village Administrator 
 
Subj: Approval – Payment to CDS Office Technologies for Specific Computer Hardware 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Issue: Staff is requesting approval to pay an invoice in the amount of $71,788.65. 
 
Background: The Village purchases various computer hardware and software as needed. As 
part of the Village’s Capital Improvement Plan, a mobile dispatch terminal cycle was 
established. In FY2024, 9 laptops and 2 tablets were purchased to be deployed to specific 
squads and fire apparatus vehicles. In FY2025, the balance of 9 laptops will be purchased for 
the rest of the fleet. Purchasing the devices helps relieve the financial burden while allowing 
the devices to be of similar model year and style. At this time, the devices for the FY2024 order 
have been received and the invoices are ready to be paid.  
 
Budget Implications: These invoices will be paid out of the Capital Improvement Fund (CIF). 
 
Request for Board Action: If the Village Board wishes to approve the invoice, the following 
motion would be appropriate:  
 
Motion to approve a payment in the amount of $71,788.65 to CDS Office Technologies for the 
purchase of specific computer hardware.  
 
Documents Attached:  

• Invoice #1610620 ($2,135.65) 
• Invoice #1610455 ($60,507.00) 
• Invoice #1606892 ($9,146.00) 



INVOICE

Invoice No:

Date:

Account No:

River Forest Police Dept

400 Park Ave

River Forest, IL  60305

USA

Village of River Forest

400 Park Ave.

River Forest, IL  60305

USA

Ship To:Bill To:

INV1610620

23227

4/30/2024

Sales Order No P. O. Number Ship Method Payment Terms Payment Due

Remarks Sales Person

Thank you for your Business! 

5/30/2024Net 30BESTWAYJessica Spencer

MARK GOTTLIEB

502443

Amount  DiscPriceUMBkOShipOrderSerial NoDescriptionItem No

9010394 EA $289.00 $1,156.00  0.0Upgrade AirLink Complete to 5 year, XR 

(new device)

4.04.0

6001354 EA $469.00 $938.00  0.010in1 Dome Antenna - 4x5G/LTE, 

GNSS, 5xWiFi 2.4/5GHz, Bolt Mount, 

5m, Fakra, Black

2.04.0

Discount

Sales Tax

Freight

$0.00 

Invoice Total

$2,094.00 Subtotal

$2,135.65 

$0.00 

$41.65 

Balance Due $2,135.65 

Terms:  Thank you for your business!  A 3% surcharge will be added to all invoices paid with a credit card. 

Invoice is due 30 days from invoice date.  A 1.5% per month finance charge may apply to any past due 

balances.

  Remit to: PO Box 3566 Springfield, IL  62708     (800-367-1508)
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INVOICE

Invoice No:

Date:

Account No:

River Forest Police Dept

400 Park Ave

River Forest, IL  60305

USA

River Forest Police 

Department

400 Park Ave.

River Forest, IL  60305

USA

Ship To:Bill To:

INV1610455

23227

4/30/2024

Sales Order No P. O. Number Ship Method Payment Terms Payment Due

Remarks Sales Person

Thank you for your Business! 

5/30/2024Net 30BESTWAYJessica Spencer

MARK GOTTLIEB

502463

Amount  DiscPriceUMBkOShipOrderSerial NoDescriptionItem No

FZ-40CDBAHAM EA $4,999.00 $4,999.00  0.04CTTA21933Panasonic Toughbook FZ-40 Fully 

Rugged (i7, 4G, GPS) Win11 Pro, Intel 

Core i7-1185G7 vPro (up to 4.8GHz), 

AMT, 14.0" FHD Gloved Multi Touch, 

32GB(16+16), Intel Iris Xe, 1TB OPAL 

SSD, Intel Wi-Fi 6, Bluetooth, 4G 

EM7690, GPS, Quad Pass (BIOS 

Selectable), M

1.01.0

FZ-40CDBAHAM EA $4,999.00 $4,999.00  0.04CTTA21951Panasonic Toughbook FZ-40 Fully 

Rugged (i7, 4G, GPS) Win11 Pro, Intel 

Core i7-1185G7 vPro (up to 4.8GHz), 

AMT, 14.0" FHD Gloved Multi Touch, 

32GB(16+16), Intel Iris Xe, 1TB OPAL 

SSD, Intel Wi-Fi 6, Bluetooth, 4G 

EM7690, GPS, Quad Pass (BIOS 

Selectable), M

1.01.0

FZ-40CDBAHAM EA $4,999.00 $4,999.00  0.04CTTA21977Panasonic Toughbook FZ-40 Fully 

Rugged (i7, 4G, GPS) Win11 Pro, Intel 

Core i7-1185G7 vPro (up to 4.8GHz), 

AMT, 14.0" FHD Gloved Multi Touch, 

32GB(16+16), Intel Iris Xe, 1TB OPAL 

SSD, Intel Wi-Fi 6, Bluetooth, 4G 

EM7690, GPS, Quad Pass (BIOS 

Selectable), M

1.01.0

FZ-40CDBAHAM EA $4,999.00 $4,999.00  0.04CTTA21981Panasonic Toughbook FZ-40 Fully 

Rugged (i7, 4G, GPS) Win11 Pro, Intel 

Core i7-1185G7 vPro (up to 4.8GHz), 

AMT, 14.0" FHD Gloved Multi Touch, 

32GB(16+16), Intel Iris Xe, 1TB OPAL 

SSD, Intel Wi-Fi 6, Bluetooth, 4G 

EM7690, GPS, Quad Pass (BIOS 

Selectable), M

1.01.0

FZ-40CDBAHAM EA $4,999.00 $4,999.00  0.04CTTA21982Panasonic Toughbook FZ-40 Fully 

Rugged (i7, 4G, GPS) Win11 Pro, Intel 

Core i7-1185G7 vPro (up to 4.8GHz), 

AMT, 14.0" FHD Gloved Multi Touch, 

32GB(16+16), Intel Iris Xe, 1TB OPAL 

SSD, Intel Wi-Fi 6, Bluetooth, 4G 

EM7690, GPS, Quad Pass (BIOS 

Selectable), M

1.01.0

  Remit to: PO Box 3566 Springfield, IL  62708     (800-367-1508)

Page 1 of 3



INVOICE

Invoice No:

Date:

Account No:

River Forest Police Dept

400 Park Ave

River Forest, IL  60305

USA

River Forest Police 

Department

400 Park Ave.

River Forest, IL  60305

USA

Ship To:Bill To:

INV1610455

23227

4/30/2024

Sales Order No P. O. Number Ship Method Payment Terms Payment Due

Remarks Sales Person

Thank you for your Business! 

5/30/2024Net 30BESTWAYJessica Spencer

MARK GOTTLIEB

502463

Amount  DiscPriceUMBkOShipOrderSerial NoDescriptionItem No

FZ-40CDBAHAM EA $4,999.00 $4,999.00  0.04CTTA21990Panasonic Toughbook FZ-40 Fully 

Rugged (i7, 4G, GPS) Win11 Pro, Intel 

Core i7-1185G7 vPro (up to 4.8GHz), 

AMT, 14.0" FHD Gloved Multi Touch, 

32GB(16+16), Intel Iris Xe, 1TB OPAL 

SSD, Intel Wi-Fi 6, Bluetooth, 4G 

EM7690, GPS, Quad Pass (BIOS 

Selectable), M

1.01.0

FZ-40CDBAHAM EA $4,999.00 $4,999.00  0.04CTTA21994Panasonic Toughbook FZ-40 Fully 

Rugged (i7, 4G, GPS) Win11 Pro, Intel 

Core i7-1185G7 vPro (up to 4.8GHz), 

AMT, 14.0" FHD Gloved Multi Touch, 

32GB(16+16), Intel Iris Xe, 1TB OPAL 

SSD, Intel Wi-Fi 6, Bluetooth, 4G 

EM7690, GPS, Quad Pass (BIOS 

Selectable), M

1.01.0

FZ-40CDBAHAM EA $4,999.00 $4,999.00  0.04CTTA21996Panasonic Toughbook FZ-40 Fully 

Rugged (i7, 4G, GPS) Win11 Pro, Intel 

Core i7-1185G7 vPro (up to 4.8GHz), 

AMT, 14.0" FHD Gloved Multi Touch, 

32GB(16+16), Intel Iris Xe, 1TB OPAL 

SSD, Intel Wi-Fi 6, Bluetooth, 4G 

EM7690, GPS, Quad Pass (BIOS 

Selectable), M

1.01.0

FZ-40CDBAHAM EA $4,999.00 $4,999.00  0.04DTTA43120Panasonic Toughbook FZ-40 Fully 

Rugged (i7, 4G, GPS) Win11 Pro, Intel 

Core i7-1185G7 vPro (up to 4.8GHz), 

AMT, 14.0" FHD Gloved Multi Touch, 

32GB(16+16), Intel Iris Xe, 1TB OPAL 

SSD, Intel Wi-Fi 6, Bluetooth, 4G 

EM7690, GPS, Quad Pass (BIOS 

Selectable), M

1.01.0

FZ-BAZ2132 EA $399.00 $7,182.00  0.032GB Memory (RAM) for FZ-40 Mk1 18.018.0

CF-SVCLTEXT2Y EA $316.00 $2,844.00  0.0Panasonic Extended service agreement 

- parts and labor - 2 years (4th/5th 

year) - for Toughbook 19,

9.09.0

FZ-VBR401M EA $560.00 $5,040.00  0.01D/2D Barcode xPAK for Left Expansion 

Area on Toughbook FZ-40 With trigger 

button

9.09.0

TBC40PRVCY-P EA $50.00 $450.00  0.0InfoCase privacy filter - for Panasonic 

Toughbook 40 Limited viewing angle of 

+/- 30 ° limits the field of vision; Low 

reflective coating reduces glare; Touch 

and stylus compatible; Bubble-free, 

easy installation

9.09.0

  Remit to: PO Box 3566 Springfield, IL  62708     (800-367-1508)
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INVOICE

Invoice No:

Date:

Account No:

River Forest Police Dept

400 Park Ave

River Forest, IL  60305

USA

River Forest Police 

Department

400 Park Ave.

River Forest, IL  60305

USA

Ship To:Bill To:

INV1610455

23227

4/30/2024

Sales Order No P. O. Number Ship Method Payment Terms Payment Due

Remarks Sales Person

Thank you for your Business! 

5/30/2024Net 30BESTWAYJessica Spencer

MARK GOTTLIEB

502463

Discount

Sales Tax

Freight

$0.00 

Invoice Total

$60,507.00 Subtotal

$60,507.00 

$0.00 

$0.00 

Balance Due $60,507.00 

Terms:  Thank you for your business!  A 3% surcharge will be added to all invoices paid with a credit card. 

Invoice is due 30 days from invoice date.  A 1.5% per month finance charge may apply to any past due 

balances.

  Remit to: PO Box 3566 Springfield, IL  62708     (800-367-1508)

Page 3 of 3



INVOICE

Invoice No:

Date:

Account No:

River Forest Police Dept

400 Park Ave

River Forest, IL  60305

USA

Village of River Forest

400 Park Ave.

River Forest, IL  60305

USA

Ship To:Bill To:

INV1606892

23227

4/12/2024

Sales Order No P. O. Number Ship Method Payment Terms Payment Due

Remarks Sales Person

Thank you for your Business! 

5/12/2024Net 30BESTWAYJessica Spencer

MARK GOTTLIEB

502559

Amount  DiscPriceUMBkOShipOrderSerial NoDescriptionItem No

CF-33TZ-2DAM EA $4,305.00 $4,305.00  0.04DTTC52858Panasonic Toughbook CF-33 Fully 

Rugged (i5, 1TB, 4G, GPS, smartcard) 

Win11 Pro, Intel Core i5-1245U vPro 

(up to 4.4GHz), AMT, 12.0" QHD 

Gloved Multi Touch+Digitizer, 16GB, 

Intel Iris Xe, 1TB OPAL SSD, Intel Wi-Fi 

6E, Bluetooth, 4G MLP31-W, GPS, Dual 

Pass

1.01.0

CF-33TZ-2DAM EA $4,305.00 $4,305.00  0.04DTTC52911Panasonic Toughbook CF-33 Fully 

Rugged (i5, 1TB, 4G, GPS, smartcard) 

Win11 Pro, Intel Core i5-1245U vPro 

(up to 4.4GHz), AMT, 12.0" QHD 

Gloved Multi Touch+Digitizer, 16GB, 

Intel Iris Xe, 1TB OPAL SSD, Intel Wi-Fi 

6E, Bluetooth, 4G MLP31-W, GPS, Dual 

Pass

1.01.0

FZ-SVCTPEXT2Y EA $268.00 $536.00  0.0Panasonic Extended Warranty - 

TOUGHPAD PC (YEARS 4 & 5)

2.02.0

Discount

Sales Tax

Freight

$0.00 

Invoice Total

$9,146.00 Subtotal

$9,146.00 

$0.00 

$0.00 

Balance Due $9,146.00 

Terms:  Thank you for your business!  A 3% surcharge will be added to all invoices paid with a credit card. 

Invoice is due 30 days from invoice date.  A 1.5% per month finance charge may apply to any past due 

balances.

  Remit to: PO Box 3566 Springfield, IL  62708     (800-367-1508)

Page 1 of 1



MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: June 17, 2024 
 
TO:  Matt Walsh, Village Administrator 
 
FROM: Jack Bielak, Director of Public Words & Engineering 
  Seth Jansen, Management Analyst 
 
SUBJECT: Award of Contract – FY 2025 Tree and Stump Removal Program 
  
 
Issue: Staff is seeking the award of a contract for the Fiscal Year 2025 Tree and Stump Removal 
Program.  
 
Analysis: As part of managing the Village’s parkway trees, staff periodically assess the condition of 
each individual tree to determine its overall health. If a tree is found to be dead or dying, the tree and 
stump will be removed. Each tree and stump are removed as soon as practical for health of the urban 
forest and for the safety of the public. The Public Works Department utilizes contractual assistance 
for these removals to supplement in-house crews. For the past several years, the Village has 
contracted out certain tree removal services as a cost-effective method of making sure the needed 
removals are performed on a continuing basis. 
 
Staff received and opened three (3) competitive bids on May 17, 2024. Based on the combined unit 
cost of tree and stump removals, Homer Tree Care, Inc. of Lockport, Illinois submitted the lowest 
most responsive proposal for this service with a bid amount of $41,650. The FY25 budget includes 
$44,000 for contract tree and stump removal.   
 
Staff is satisfied with the Contractor's performance for tree and stump removals, including FY 2017 
through FY 2023. 
 
Recommendation:  Motion to award a contract to Homer Tree Care, Inc. in the amount of $41,650 
for the Fiscal Year 2025 Tree and Stump Removal Program and authorize the Village Administrator 
to execute the contract agreement.  
 
Attachments:  Bid Tabulation 



Item # Item Unit Quantity Unit Price Total Unit Price Total Unit Price Total
1 Tree Removal - up to 25" DBH Total inches per DBH Range (estimated) 250 $31 $7,750 $40 $10,000 $71 $17,750
2 Tree Removal - over 25" DBH Total inches per DBH Range (estimated) 700 $37 $25,900 $45 $31,500 $78 $54,600
3 Stump Removal Stumps 40 $200 $8,000 $300 $12,000 $227 $9,080

As Calculated $41,650 $53,500 $81,430
As Read $43,650 $53,500 $81,430

= Denotes Corrected Calculation

Homer Tree Care, Inc.
14000 S Archer Ave., Suite 100

Lockport, IL 60441

Fernandez Tree Service Inc.
5124 S. Sayre Ave.
Chicago, IL 60638

Tiles in Style LLC Dba TAZA 
Construction

16940 Vincenness Ave.
South Holland, IL 60473

Village of River Forest
FY 2024 Tree and Stump Removal
Bid Tabulation
6/9/2023



Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office  

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
Date: June 17, 2024 

To: Catherine Adduci, Village President 
 Village Board of Trustees 

From: Matt Walsh, Village Administrator 

Subj: Commercial District Zoning Regulations – Text Amendment  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Introduction: On April 11, 2024, the Zoning Board Appeals voted 6-1 to recommend denial of 
the proposed text amendment regarding commercial zoning district regulations. The 
recommendation followed Village and public testimony at the January 11, March 14, and April 
11 Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) meetings. On May 9, the ZBA adopted the attached findings 
of fact confirming their recommendation.  
 
Background: In November 2023, the Village Board unanimously directed the ZBA to consider 
the proposed revisions to the zoning code as it applies to four existing commercial districts; 
C1- Commercial, C2- Commercial, C3 - Central Commercial and ORIC - Office, Research, 
Institutional and Commercial. The direction followed discussion and a recommendation from 
the Economic Development Commission (EDC). The EDC collaborated with staff and the 
Village planning consultant to evaluate the current zoning restrictions and make 
recommendations for modernizing the zoning code. 
 
Proposed Changes: The proposed text amendment applies to the C1, C2, C3 and ORIC districts. 
The proposed changes include increasing maximum building height, increasing residential 
density, and reducing off-street parking requirements. There are no proposed changes to the 
development approval process, and planned development review will still be required for any 
multi-family residential proposals. Staff’s memo to the ZBA detailing the proposed text 
amendment is attached.  
 
Motion: If the Village Board wishes to agree with the Zoning Board’s recommendation, the 
following motion would be appropriate.  
 Motion to Accept the Recommendation of the Zoning Board of Appeals Regarding the 

Proposed Text Amendments to C1, C2, C3 and ORIC Districts. 
 

If the Village Board wishes to consider adoption of the proposed text amendment, or a revised 
version of the text amendment, direction will need to be provided to prepare an Ordinance for 
adoption at a future Village Board meeting.  
Attachments: 

1. Findings of Fact & Recommendation 



2. Proposed Text Amendment 
3. April 11, 2024 Staff Memo to Zoning Board of Appeals 
4. April 11, 2024 Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting Minutes 
5. March 14, 2024 Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting Minutes 
6. January 11, 2024 Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting Minutes 

 







Proposed Text Amendment

10-12-1: GENERAL PROVISIONS:

A. Purpose: The purpose of this Chapter is to establish standards for the
development and use of land in the Village's commercial districts.

B. Applicability: The standards of this Chapter shall apply to all new
development and substantial redevelopment in the Village's
commercial district.

10-12-2: BULK AND DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS:

Table 10-12-2 establishes the bulk and dimensional standards for the 
development or the use of a lot in a commercial zoning district. 

Table 10-12-2: Bulk and Dimensional Standards 

Standard C-1 C-2 C-3

Lot Standards (Minimum) 

Lot Area (sqft) 3,275 3,275 3,275 

Lot Area / DU (sqft) 1,000 1,000 1,000 

Lot Width (ft) 25 25 25 

Yard Setbacks (Minimum) 

Front (ft) 0 0 0 

Exterior Side (ft) 0 [1] 0 [1] 0 [1] 

Interior Side (ft) 0 [2] 0 [2] 0 [2] 

Rear (ft) 20 20 20 

Building Standards (Maximum) 

Building Height (ft) 65 50 65 

Lot Coverage (%) 100 100 100 

Notes 

ORIC 

10,000 

1,000 

25 

0 [3] 

0 [3] 

0 [3] 

0 [3] 

65 

100 

[1] If the rear lot line of a corner lot abuts a rear lot line in the R1 or R2 district, the exterior side yard
shall be at least equal to the depth of the yard of the adioininq R1 or R2 lot's buildinq.

[2] If the rear lot line abuts a lot or lots in the R1, R2. and/or R3 districts without an alley or other public
way interveninq, the rear yard setback shall 20 feet.

[3] If the yard abuts a lot or lots in the R1, R2. R3, and/or R4 districts the setback shall conform to the
reaulations of the respective residential district.

10-12-3: ALLOWED USES:

No parcel or building shall be utilized for any use except for those indicated on 
the land use chart in Chapter 21 of this Zoning Title and after the applicable 
approval process. 

10-12-4: OFF-STREET PARKING:



Table 10-12-4 establishes the minimum requirements for off-street parking in the 
Village's commercial districts. The following rules apply when calculating the 
required minimum off-street parking requirement. 

A. Fractions. When measurements of the number of required spaces result in a
fractional number, the number shall be rounded up to the next higher whole
number.

B. Area Measurements. Unless otherwise expressly stated, all area-based
(square feet) parking standards must be computed on the basis of gross floor
area.

C. Capacity-Based Standards. To compute parking requirements based on
maximum capacity, the maximum fire-rated capacity of the facility as
determined by the Fire Department shall be used.

D. Total Parking Spaces Per Use. Whenever a building is erected for more
than one of the uses hereinbefore specified in this section, the parking spaces
to be provided shall be the sum of the parking spaces required for each of
such uses.

E. Parking Space Locations. All parking spaces required herein shall be
provided upon the same lot or parcel of ground as is occupied by a building,
or on a lot or parcel contiguous thereto, or within three hundred feet from said
building.

F. Materials. All driveways and places where vehicles stand shall be paved with
concrete, asphalt, or paving bricks.

In addition, the off-street parking regulations shall be the same in all commercial 
districts, except that service retail establishments, located in an area bounded by 
Lathrop Avenue, Lake Street, Park Avenue, and a line one-half block south of and 
parallel to Lake Street, shall not be required to provide any off-street parking. 

Table 10-12-4: Commercial District Minimum Required Off-Street Parking 

Land Uses Category Minimum Required 
Off-Street Parking 

RESIDENTIAL 1.5 I dwelling unit 

RETAIL TRADE 1 / 300 square feet 

ACCOMMODATIONS AND FOOD SERVICES n/a 

Coffee shops 1 / 200 square feet 

Convenience food marts 1 / 200 square feet 

Dinner theaters 0.25 I person at 
maximum capacity 

Fast food establishment 1 / 100 square feet 

Hotels 1 / guest room 

Restaurant - drive-through 1 / 100 square feet 



Restaurants operating outside the hours of 7:00 A.M. 1 / 100 square feet 
to 1:00 A.M. 

Restaurants, sit down, greater than 5,000 square feet 1 / 100 square feet 
Restaurants, sit down, less than 5,000 square feet 1 / 100 square feet 

Specialty food stores 1 / 200 square feet 

FINANCIAL, INSURANCE AND REAL ESTATE 1 / 300 square feet 

SERVICES 1 / 300 square feet 

INDUSTRIAL 1 / 1,000 square feet 

ENTERTAINMENT AND RECREATION 1 / 300 square feet 

INSTITUTIONAL 1 / 300 square feet 

10-12-5: OFF-STREET LOADING:

A. General Loading Requirements. On the same premises with every
building erected and occupied for any nonresidential use involving the
receipt or distribution of vehicles, materials, or merchandise, there
shall be provided and maintained adequate space for standing, turning,
loading, and unloading services in a manner that does not interfere
with required parking, pedestrian walkways, and with the public use of
streets and alleys. Each loading space shall be paved with concrete,
asphalt, or paving bricks and shall not be used for storage or to satisfy
the parking requirements of this zoning title.

B. Location
1 . All required loading berths shall be located on the same zoning 

lot as the use served. 
2. No loading berth for vehicles over two (2) tons' capacity shall be

located closer than fifth (50) feet to any property in a Residential
District unless completely enclosed by building walls.

3. No loading berth shall be located within twenty-five (25) feet of
the nearest point of intersection of any two (2) streets.

4. All loading docks where the public access road to such docks a
right-of-way width of less than eighty (80) feet has shall be 
located at least sixty-five (65) feet behind the property line.

5. No loading dock shall be located in any front yard or exterior
side yard.

C. Access
1. Each loading berth shall be designed with appropriate means of

vehicular access to a street or easement in a manner which will
least interfere with traffic movements.

2. Each loading berth shall be provided with sufficient
maneuvering space to accommodate the largest vehicle likely to
serve the lot.



3. The loading berth access design shall allow vehicles to access
and exit the loading space without having to make any backing
movement on or onto the public street.



CHAPTER 21. LAND USE CHART 

LAND USES D ISTR I CTS 

R1 AndR2 R3 R4 High C1 C2 C3 Central ORIC PRI 
Low Medium Density Commercial Commercial Commercial Office/ Public/ 

Density Density Residential Research/ Private 
Residential Residential Industrial/ Recreational 

Commercial Institutional 

RESIDENTIAL 

Dormitories N N N N N N N s 

Group homes s s N N N N N N 

Halfway houses N N N N N N N N 

Home occupations p p p N p p N N 

Multiple-family dwellinQs N N PD PD PD PD PD N 

Multiple-family dwellings N N N PD PD PD PD N 

above first floor of 
permitted commercial or 
office uses 
Nursing homes and skilled N N N N N N N N 

care facilities 

Rooming and boarding N N N N N N N N 

houses 
Short term rental N N N N N N N N 

Single-family dwelling N PD PD N N N N N 

attached 
Single-family dwelling - p p p N N N N N 

detached 
Transitional housing N N N N N N N N 



10-12-1: PERMITTED USESGENERAL PROVISIONS:

A. Purpose: The purpose of this Chapter is to establish standards for the
development and use of land in the Village's commercial districts. 

B. Applicability: The standards of this Chapter shall apply to all new
development and substantial redevelopment in the Village's 
commercial district. 
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10-12-2: SPEGII\L USESBULK AND DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS:

Table 10-12-2 establishes the bulk and dimensional standards for the 
development or the use of a lot in a commercial zoning district. 

Jn the C1 distri6t. a see6ial use eermit may 89 granted BY the z,enin9 seard of aeeeals in ---{ Formatted: Font (Default) Arial 
a66erdan6e with 6hapter 18 of this title. Su6h spe6ial uses are limited to these indi6ated 
as spe6ial uses en the land use 6hart in 6hapter 21 of this z,ening title. 

Table 10-12-2: Bulk and Dimensional Standards 

Standard C-1 C-2 C-3 ORIC 

Lot Standards [Minimum/ 

Lot Area (soft\ 3.275 3.275 3.275 10.000 

Lot Area I DU /snft\ 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 

Lot Width {ft} 25 25 25 25 

Yard Setbacks [Minimum/ 

Front {ft} 0 0 0 Q.lli 
Exterior Side {ftl Q..ill Q..ill Q..ill Q.lli 
Interior Side {ft} QEl QEl QEl Q.lli 
Rear {ft} 20 20 20 Q.lli 
Buifdinn Standards (Maximum) 

Building Height {ft} 65 50 65 65 

Lot Coverage {%} 100 100 100 100 

Notes 

[1) If the rear lot line of a corner lot abuts a rear lot line in the R1 or R2 district, the exterior side ;i:ard 
shall be at least ""ual to the death of the vard of the adioinina R1 or R2 lot's buildina. 

(2) If the rear lot line abuts a lot or lots in the R1. R2, and/or R3 districts without an alle;y: or other Bublic 
wav intervenino the rear vard setback shall 20 feet. 

(3) If the ;y:ard abuts a lot or lots in the R1. R2, R3, and/or R4 districts the setback shall conform to the 
reaulations of the resn,,ctive residential district. 
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No parcel or building shall be utilized for any use except for those indicated on 
the land use chart in Chapter 21 of this Zoning Title and after the applicable 
approval process. 

Jn the C1 distri6t. ne less than two thousand ei�ht hundred S§Uare feet ef land area shall ---i Formatted: Font (Default) Arial 

99 t3re¥ided fer e¥ery residential unit 

10-12-4: LOT /\�E/\ /I.ND �IZEOFF-STREET PARKING:

Table 10-12-4 establishes the minimum requirements for off-street parking in the 
Village's commercial districts. The following rules apply when calculating the 
required minimum off-street parking requirement. 

A. Fractions. When measurements of the number of required spaces result in a
fractional number. the number shall be rounded up to the next higher whole 
number. 

B. Area Measurements. Unless otherwise expressly stated. all area-based
(square feet) parking standards must be computed on the basis of gross floor 
area. 

C. Capacity-Based Standards. To compute parking requirements based on
maximum capacity. the maximum fire-rated capacity of the facility as 
determined by the Fire Department shall be used. 

D. Total Parkin S aces Per Use. Whenever a buildin is erected for more

E. 

than one of the uses hereinbefore specified in this section. the parking spaces 
to be provided shall be the sum of the parking spaces required for each of 
such uses. 
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F. Materials. All drivewavs and places where vehicles stand shall be oaved with
concrete asohalt or oavina bricks

In addition, the off-street parking regulations shall be the same in all commercial 
districts. except that service retail establishments, located in an area bounded by 
Lathrop Avenue. Lake Street. Park Avenue. and a line one-half block south of and 
parallel to Lake Street. shall not be required to provide any off-street parking. 

In the C1 distri6t. ne 9Uildin€J shall 99 ern6ted en any let and ne let shall 99 altered te 99 
less than twenty fi¥e feet wide �measured t3arallel te the street en whi6h it fronts) 
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throu�hout its eof}th. Further, no lot shall Gontain loss than throo thousane two huneroe 
so¥onty H\<O square foot. 

Table 10-12-4: Commercial District Minimum Reauired Off-Street Parkina 

Land Uses Category Minimum Required 
Off-Street Parking 

RESIDENTIAL 1.5 / dwellina unit 

RETAIL TRADE 1 / 300 sauare feet 

ACCOMMOOA TIONS ANO FOOD SERVICES n/a 

Coffee shoos 1 / 200 sauare feet 

Convenience food mans 1 / 200 square feet 

Dinner theaters 0.25 / i:ierson at 
maximum cai:iacitir: 

Fast food establishment 1 / 100 sauare feet 

Hotels 1 / guest room 

Restaurant - drive-throuah 1 / 100 souare feet 

Restaurants o�rati!!!J. outside the hours of 7:00 A.M. 1 / 100 square feet 
to 1:00 A.M.

Restaurants, sit down, g[.eater than 5,000 §51.Uare feet 1 / 100 square feet 

Restaurants sit down less than 5 000 =uare feet 1 / 100 sauare feet 

S�Ja[!y_ food stores 1 / 200 square feet 

FINANCIAL, INSURANCE ANO REAL ESTATE 1 / 300 souare feet 

SERVICES 1 / 300 souare feet 

INDUSTRIAL 1 / 1 000 sauare feet 

ENTERTAINMENT ANO RECREATION 1 / 300 sauare feet 

INSTITUTIONAL 1 / 300 souare feet 
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A. General Loading Requirements. On the same premises with every
building erected and occupied for any nonresidential use involving the 
receipt or distribution of vehicles. materials. or merchandise. there 
shall be provided and maintained adequate space for standing. turning. 
loading. and unloading services in a manner that does not interfere 

with required parking. pedestrian walkways. and with the public use of 
streets and alle s . Each loadin s ace shall be aved with concrete Formatted: Font (Default) Arial. 12 pt Not Highlight 
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the parking requirements of this zoning title . 

B. Location
1 . All required loading berths shall be located on the same zoning 

lot as the use served . 
2. No loading berth for vehicles over two (2) tons' capacity shall be 

located closer than fifth (50) feet to any property in a Residential 

District unless completely enclosed by building walls. 



3. No loading berth shall be located within twenty-five (25) feet of
the nearest point of intersection of any two (2) streets. 

4. All loading docks where the public access road to such docks a
right-of-way width of less than eighty (80) feet has shall be 
located at least sixty-five (65} feet behind the property line. 

5. No loading dock shall be located in any front yard or exterior
side yard. 

C. Access
1. Each loading berth shall be designed with appropriate means of

vehicular access to a street or easement in a manner which will 
least interfere with traffic movements. 

2. Each loading berth shall be provided with sufficient
maneuvering space to accommodate the largest vehicle likely to 
serve the lot. 

3. The loading berth access design shall allow vehicles to access
and exit the loading space without having to make any backing 
movement on or onto the public street. 

Jn the C1 distri6t any b1:1ildin9 and its a66essery b1:1ildin9 ere6ted er altered alter the ------{ Formatted: Font (Default) Arial 
elfe6ti¥e date hereof rnay 0661:lf3Y one h1:1ndred 13er6ent of the let en whi6h it is b1:1ilt The 
rnaicirn1:1rn Aeer area ratio shall net eic6eed 2.75. 

10 12 6: IIEIGHT REGUL/\TIONS: 

In the C1 distri6t no b1:1ilding shall be ere6ted er str1:16t1:1rally altered to eic6eed fifty feet 

10 12 7: SHBACK ReGUU\TIONS: 

In the C1 distri6t b1:1ildings shall be set ba6k frern e¥ery let line to 13re¥ide an e13en yard 
in accordance with the fellowing regulations. e¥ery yard shall be unebstructea from 
ground le\•el to sley eMce13t as allowed in subsection 1 O 20 2/\ of this eoning title. 

A. f:rent Yard: If the rear let line of a 6erner let abl:lts a rear let line in the R1 er R2
aistri6t the yard along the 6ernrnen se6endary street shall be at least OEjl:lal to the Ele13th 
of the yarEl of the ag_jeining R1 er R2 let's b1:1ilEling. 

B. Rear Yard: Whern the rear of a lot in the G1 aistrict abuts a lot or lots in the R1, 
R2 and R3 aistrict without an alley or other 13ublic way intervening, no structure shall be 
ernctea on the rear twenty feet of such G1 aistrict lot. 

C. SiEle Yard: \'\<here a let ag_jeins the siEle of a let in an R1, R2, R3 er R4 distri6t,
there shall be a siEle yard of net less than fi¥e feet. In all ether 6ases, a siEle yard fer a 
b1:1siness b1:1ilEling shall net be reEj1:1ireEl. 



10 12 8: OFF STREET PARKING: 

In the C1 district, no building shall be erected or structurally altered unless the following 
off street parking is provided: 

A. Off street parking regulations of the R1, R2, R3 and R4 districts shall apply to the
respective uses in the C1 district. 

B. One parking space for each two employees of any business occupying said
building in addition to the parking spaces required hereinafter. 

C. Restaurant or undertaking establishments, one parking space for each one
hundred square feet of public floor area. 

D. Food market with floor area of one thousand square feet or more, one parking
space for each three hundred square feet of public floor area. 

E. Retail store, shop, office or service establishment, other than those herein
specified, one parking space for each four hundred square feet of public floor area. 

F. Motor fuel service station, two parking spaces for each service bay. No more than
eight vehicles per service bay may be stored on the property at any one time. 

G. Any business or commercial uses not specified above:

1. Where no vehicles are used in connection with said business, one parking
space for each four hundred square feet of floor area. 

2. Where vehicles are used in connection with said business, the parking spaces
specified in subsection G1 of this section, and in addition, one parking space for each 
vehicle used by the establishment engaged in said business. 

H. Whenever a building is erected for more than one of the uses hereinbefore
specified in this section, the parking spaces to be provided shall be the sum of the 
parking spaces required for each of such uses. 

I. All parking spaces required herein shall be provided upon the same lot or parcel of
ground as is occupied by a building, or on a lot or parcel contiguous thereto, or within 
three hundred feet from said building. 

J. All driveways and places where vehicles stand shall be paved with concrete,
asphalt or paving bricks. 

10 12 9: OFF STREET LOADING: 

In the C1 district, no building shall be erected or structurally altered unless off street 
loading facilities are provided as follows: 

A. For business or commercial uses from ten thousand square feet to one hundred
thousand square feet, one loading space shall be provided and one additional loading 



space for each one hundred thousand square feet exceeding one hundred thousand 
square feet or portion thereof. 

B. For retail uses from five thousand square feet to fifty thousand square feet, one
loading space shall be provided and one additional loading space shall be provided for 
each twenty five thousand square feet or portion thereof. 

C. Each loading space shall be at least ten feet wide by twenty five feet long and
shall have a vertical clearance of fourteen feet. 

D. Each loading space shall be paved with concrete, asphalt or paving bricks and
shall not be used for storage or to satisfy the parking requirements of this zoning title. 



CHAPTER 21. LAND USE CHART 

LAND USES DISTRICTS 

R1 AndR2 R3 R4 High C1 C2 C3 Central ORIC PRI 
Low Medium Density Commercial Commercial Commercial Office/ Public/ 

Density Density Residential Research/ Private 
Residential Residential Industrial/ Recreational 

Commercial Institutional 

RESIDENTIAL 

Dormitories N N N N N N N s 

Grouo homes s s N N N N N N 

Halfway houses N N N N N N N N 

Home occupations p p p N p p N N 

Multiple-family dwellinqs N N PD f>IPD PD PD �PD N 

Multiple-family dwellings N N N f>IPD PD PD PD N 
above first floor of 
permitted commercial or 
office uses 
Nursing homes and skilled N N N N N N N N 
care facilities 

Rooming and boarding N N N N N N N N 
houses 
Short term rental N N N N N N N N 

Single-family dwelling - N PD PD N N N N N 
attached 
Single-family dwelling - p p p N N N N N 
detached 
Transitional housing N N N N N N N N 



Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office 

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 

MEMORANDUM 

Date: April 11, 2024 

To: Zoning Board of Appeals 

From: Matt Walsh, Village Administrator 

Subj: Commercial District Zoning Regulations – Text Amendment  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Introduction 
In November 2023, the Village Board unanimously directed the Zoning Board of Appeals to 
consider revisions to the zoning code that applies to four existing commercial districts; C1- 
Commercial, C2- Commercial, C3 - Central Commercial and ORIC - Office, Research, 
Institutional and Commercial. The direction followed months of discussion by the Economic 
Development Commission (EDC). The EDC collaborated with staff and the Village planning 
consultant to evaluate the current zoning restrictions and make recommendations for 
modernizing the zoning code. 

This memo explains the proposed changes and details the protections that will continue to 
exist in the zoning code to deny or limit future overdevelopment. Throughout the memo, 
there will be references to existing buildings in River Forest to provide context for the 
proposed updates.  

I. Rationale

The primary reason for reviewing the commercial district regulations is to attract appropriate 
and viable economic development. Economic development is among the most powerful tools 
for growing taxing body revenues that fund public safety services, schools, parks, libraries, 
township social programs and infrastructure investment. With growing labor and pension 
costs, increased state and federal mandates and threatened state revenues, and nearly 50% of 
Village land being tax exempt, the Village of River Forest, and all taxing bodies, must consider 
other reasonable options for revenue enhancement.  

The Village’s most recently completed development, the Sheridan, pays more than $800,000 
per year in property taxes. During the Planned Development review process for the Sheridan, 
the Village Board imposed conditions on The Sheridan that prevented the business from 



 

 

appealing their property taxes. This development alone pays the D90 and D200 school 
districts more than $550,000 per year and has enabled D90 to invest in Early Intervention 
Programming, and has helped to implement a Full Day Kindergarten Program. Property tax 
revenues received through future commercial developments would reduce any potential tax 
increases that would need to be imposed on residential taxpayers. 
 
The Village’s school district's excellence in education, engaged library system, active Park 
District programming, Township social programs, and the safety of residents continue to add 
to our vibrant community, and are some of the best reasons to live, raise a family, work and 
play in River Forest, and the Village Board will not jeopardize that.  
 
Additionally, the Village’s commercial zoning codes have not been substantively revised for 
three decades, and therefore it is appropriate to ensure that codes are in line with current 
market demands. This will support so River Forest as an attractive place for quality 
development that maintains the community’s character. 
 

II. Economic Development Commission Review 
 
For several years, the EDC has discussed obstacles the Village faces in attracting appropriate 
economic development. In 2022, the Village hired planning firm Houseal Lavigne (HL) to 
perform this work and collaborate with the EDC. HL staff toured the village’s commercial 
corridors and prepared hypothetical development renderings to help EDC members visualize 
the impact of any zoning modifications. HL also met with regional planners, residents and 
developers to gather feedback on existing and potential Village regulations.  
 
At several meetings the issues were discussed in depth. The EDC wanted to be competitive 
with surrounding communities, hoping to attract a broader variety of proposals for future 
developments. EDC members also stressed the importance of reviewing proposals on a case-
by-case basis. The EDC also did not want to be overly aggressive in revisions, considering the 
potential impact on community character.   
 
Higher density figures and lower parking restrictions were discussed by the EDC, however a 
more conservative proposal was ultimately presented to the Village Board and Zoning Board 
of Appeals for consideration.  
 
III. Development Approval Process 

 
• The proposed zoning modifications make no changes to the approval process for 

new construction or development.  
 
Before discussing the current text amendment, it is important to understand the authority the 
Village has for reviewing individual development or business proposals. Any proposal that is 
20,000 square feet or larger in size, or any multi-family residential development, must 
undergo the Planned Development (PD) process. Even if a resident wanted to convert a 



 

 

single-family home into a two-flat, it would require the PD process. The PD process requires 
the submission of various documents, including a professional traffic study, landscaping plan, 
and an economic analysis and impact analysis on Village services (utilities, public safety, 
stormwater) and its schools. Applicants must hold at least four public meetings with notices 
sent to residents within 500 feet in each instance. PD applications are scrutinized by the 
Village’s appointed Development Review Board (DRB) and must be approved by the Village 
Board by Ordinance.  
 
Although the proposed text amendment modifies the underlying zoning restrictions for the 
commercial districts, proposals will not be allowed “by-right”. By-right approval means that if 
a proposal meets the zoning requirements, it can be approved administratively by staff as long 
as it complies with the building and zoning regulations. The text amendment does not expand 
the ability for projects to be approved by-right.  
 
IV. Summary of Proposed Changes 

 
The proposed text amendment is attached as a standalone document. The proposed text 
amendment only applies to parcels currently zoned within one of the four commercial 
districts (C1, C2, C3 and ORIC). A property owner of a parcel in a different district would need 
to apply to rezone under a PD in order to be subject to these proposed regulations. As an 
example, The Sheridan consolidated several lots and rezoned residential lots to C-2.  
 
No residentially zoned lots are being zoned commercial. There is no proposed rezoning 
or map amendment. This would only occur for a specific project proposal.  
 

A. Zoning Code Format 
 
Currently, each Zoning District has a devoted chapter that lists the regulations that apply to 
that specific district. In many cases, a chapter will refer the reader to another commercial 
district’s regulation. The proposed new chapter is similar to the Village’s Land Use chart, and 
allows readers to view all commercial regulations within a single table. This is strictly a 
formatting improvement that will benefit those reviewing the Village code.  
 

B. Allowed Residential Uses 
 
The proposed text amendment clarifies that multi-family dwelling buildings and multi-family 
dwellings above office or retail uses are allowed in the C1 and ORIC districts, pending PD 
review and approval. Multi-family dwellings above office or retail are commonly referred to as 
mixed-use or vertical mixed-use. All multi-family housing is subject to PD review and 
approval. Several of these building types currently exist in the C1 and ORIC districts, including 
buildings at the corner of Clinton & Lake or Monroe & North Avenue.   
 

C. Building Heights 
 



 

 

The proposed updates include increases to each of the four commercial districts.  
 

Zoning District Current Height Maximum Proposed Height Maximum 

C1 50 feet 65 feet 

C2 30 feet 50 feet 

C3 50 feet 65 feet 

ORIC 50 feet 65 feet 

 
There are several buildings in River Forest that currently exceed these height maximums. 435 
William is 87 feet tall, and the Sheridan is 68.5 feet tall.  
 
In other comparable communities, similar or higher height maximums can be found. Elmhurst 
has multiple zoning districts with maximum heights over 70 feet, with their business district 
allowing up to 125 feet. Riverside’s maximum height is 66 feet, pending planned development 
approval.  
 
The attached shadow study exhibit provides a look at the existing and proposed height 
maximums with conceptual developments, including those with step back height designs. 
There are existing structures on several of the sites, however the sites were used to show 
additional examples for potential future development locations. Four locations are shown for 
reference; Madison & Ashland, Madison & Franklin, North & Bonnie Brae and Lake & Park. 
Each example is shown four times a year, with several times each day to capture a wide range 
of scenarios. Please note that the details and design of such developments are subject to 
review, and the visuals are hypothetical concepts to provide reference points for the 
proposed height maximum increase.  
 

D. Residential Density 
 
Currently, River Forest regulates density using lot area per dwelling unit. The current 
standard is 2,800 square feet per unit in the C1, C2 and C3 districts, meaning that 15 units 
could be built on a one-acre site without seeking a variation, or site development allowance 
for density. The proposed text amendment reduces that standard to 1,000 square feet per 
dwelling unit. This means that 43 units could be built on a one-acre site without seeking a 
variation or site development allowance for density.  The increase in density is required in 
order to enable the quality development of the land.   
 
The proposed density for a development does not reflect the average or minimum unit sizes. 
For example, an established quality condo building in town, 435 William Street, contains 64 
units on a lot of 32,128 square feet. 435 William has a density of 502 square feet per unit. This 
does not mean that every unit is 502 square feet. The units in that building range from 1,100 



 

 

square feet to over 2,300 square feet. This is because additional floors provide additional 
space to create bigger units.  
 
When considering the density, the EDC discussed mixed-use proposals in Forest Park. The 
structure at 7652 Madison Street contains 36 residential units on a lot that is approximately 
17,400 square feet, less than half an acre. This density is more than double what is proposed, 
at approximately 483 square feet per unit. The EDC proposed lower density (1000 sq ft) to 
protect River Forest’s community character, and to encourage additional commercial space. A 
developer will have to justify their proposal, and it will be evaluated through the PD process 
accordingly.  
 
A developer would need to justify their density and bedroom mix by showing quality 
construction and market analysis. As construction and land costs have increased, the expected 
sales prices have risen to make for a viable development. This feedback was shared with the 
HL planning team and discussed during EDC meetings. Additional units allow for more 
housing product to be sold, and potential economies of scale for construction. With lower 
density, and less product to be sold, a developer may consider lower cost (and lower quality) 
development. The goal of the code update is to encourage builders to explore River Forest as 
an option to build a quality development.  
 
Quality development means higher values and higher property taxes. Property taxes are the 
main source of revenue for D90, D200, the Village and our other taxing bodies.  Enlarging the 
pool of additional property taxes on an already commercially zoned property benefits the 
entire community by stabilizing our residential property taxes by spreading the tax liability 
(levied by all our taxing bodies) through more density.  
 
Currently, there are no bedroom or average size requirements for residential dwellings in 
commercial districts. There are no regulations proposed at this time to allow for flexibility. 
Developers will need to propose their unit sizes and bedroom types and justify their proposal. 
The Village will evaluate each on a case-by-case basis.  
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals could consider adding such unit size and room requirement 
restrictions to the commercial zoning districts. 
 

E. Residential Parking 
 

• There are no changes to overnight parking restrictions under consideration. 
Residents will not be allowed to park overnight on Village streets.  

 
The proposed parking changes are specifically for on-site parking, or the amount of spaces 
that must be provided for any development. The proposed changes reduce the required 
parking from at least 2 spaces to 1.5 spaces per residential unit. This means that a 20-unit 
building would need to have a parking lot with 30 spaces. This is a standard practice that 



 

 

reflects the walkability that River Forest provides. According to the Chicago Metropolitan 
Agency for Planning, 100% of the community is deemed moderate or high walkability.  
 
Neighboring Elmwood Park’s comparable parking requirement is lower, at 1.25 per unit. 
Other comparable communities have similar requirements. Elmhurst’s residential districts go 
as low as one parking spot per unit, while Riverside’s multi-family residential parking 
requirement ranges from 1.5 - 2 spots per unit depending on the size of the building.  
 
During the PD review process, the Village can impose conditions on business operations or 
traffic flow to limit effects on surrounding neighborhoods. The proposed zoning changes here 
include no changes to on street parking restrictions, as that is governed by a different chapter 
of the zoning code.  
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals could consider scaling the parking requirements based on the 
number of bedrooms. For example, a developer could be required to provide two parking spots 
for each unit with three or more bedrooms.  
 

V.  Potential Impacts of Proposed Text Amendment 
Development proposals and their potential impacts will continue to be evaluated on a case-
by-case basis with the Village Board retaining its authority to impose restrictions, and to 
approve or deny any proposal. 
 

A. Schools 
 
The Village Code requires payment of a school impact fee for any new residential 
development. Upon receipt of any application, the Village would meet with the School District 
to determine the impact fees. Impact fees are determined by expected student count based on 
bedrooms per residential unit. Future developments will also pay approximately 70% of their 
property tax bill to fund schools.  
 
According to D90’s most recent enrollment projection study, District-wide enrollment is 
expected to decrease slightly over the next eight years. This follows the trend that the number 
of school-aged children in River Forest declined substantially between 2000 and 2020. The 
Village will continue to communicate with the School District to understand ongoing District-
wide enrollment and capacity. 
 

B. Utilities 
 
PD applications are required to submit a site drainage plan, and a plan for any required site 
utility improvements. The Village’s drainage code and Metropolitan Water Reclamation 
District (MWRD) requirement may apply to sites depending on size. Most of the Village is 
serviced by either a 6” or 8” water main, as shown in the attached map.  
 

C. Traffic 



The proposed text amendment includes no proposals to close off any streets. Traffic 
controls and regulations are governed by a different zoning chapter, and there are no such 
concepts being considered at this time. Each development is required to submit a traffic study 
showing the impact of their proposal. The DRB and Village Board will consider the impacts 
and impose conditions, if necessary.  

VI. Third-Party Opinions

The Zoning Board of Appeals requested a third-party analysis of the proposed zoning changes. 
Staff contacted several planners to request this analysis in advance of the April 11 hearing 
continuation. Staff received the attached letter from Jake Seid of Sightline Planning and 
Zoning. Seid indicated support for the proposed changes and shared his credentials for 
reference. Staff also received a letter from the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning that 
states their belief that the proposed updates align with CMAP’s Comprehensive Plan and 
approach to other similar zoning updates.  

VII. Moving Forward

• The proposed text amendment does not guarantee an influx of development,
and proposals meeting current standards will always be considered.

The text amendment is intended to simplify the zoning code and entice developers and 
businesses to consider operating in River Forest. The proposed changes do not diminish the 
authority of the Village Board to deny any proposed development in the Village. The Planned 
Development process will continue to require extensive public notice, detailed application 
materials and consideration of impacts on surrounding neighborhoods. The Village Board can 
also impose conditions on any approved development to enhance public benefits or diminish 
potential negative impacts.  

If the Zoning Board and Village Board do not agree to approve the proposed changes, current 
conditions will continue, and staff will continue marketing development sites with the current 
underlying zoning restrictions in place. However, based on professional opinions and 
guidance, that effort will be difficult to attract quality development. 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

 
March 14, 2024 

 

A meeting of the River Forest Zoning Board of Appeals was held at 7:30 pm on Thursday, 
March 14, 2024, in the Community Room of the River Forest Village Hall, 400 Park Avenue, 
River Forest, Illinois. 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Chairman Martin called the meeting to order at 7:32 pm. Meeting started by calling roll.  Upon 
roll call the following persons were: 

Present:  Chairman Frank Martin, Members Gary Dombrowski, Chris Plywacz, Mary 
Shoemaker, Corina Davis, Ron Lucchesi, Sheila Price  

Absent:  None  

Also present at the meeting: Jessica Spencer, Assistant Village Administrator; Anne Skrodzki, 
Village Attorney; and Clifford Radatz, Secretary. 

II. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE MEETING OF THE ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS ON FEBRUARY 8, 2024 

A MOTION was made by Member Plywacz and seconded by Member Lucchesi to approve the 
minutes from the February 8 meeting.  

Ayes:  Chairman Martin, Members Dombrowski, Shoemaker, Plywacz, Price, Lucchesi, 
Davis 

Nays:   None 

Motion passed.   

III. APPROVAL OF FINDINGS OF FACT OF ZONING VARIATION REQUEST 
FOR 214 GALE AVENUE  

A MOTION was made by Member Plywacz and seconded by Member Lucchesi to recommend 
to the Village Board that this request for variation be granted.   

Ayes:  Members Dombrowski, Shoemaker, Price, Davis, Lucchesi, Plywacz 

Nays:   Chairman Martin 

Motion passed. 

IV. CONTINUATION OF HEARING – TEXT AMENDMENT REQUEST – PUBLIC 
HEARING REGARDING COMMERCIAL DISTRICT ZONING REGULATIONS 
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Chairman Martin opened up the topic for discussion with a brief history of the continuation of 
the hearings. He stated that he was informed that the Village is not prepared to provide the 
additional documents that were previously requested. However, anyone who wishes to speak can 
do so tonight, but there will not be a decision until additional documents are available. In 
addition, Chairman Martin stated that what is considered tonight may not be under consideration 
once the additional documents are available.  

Secretary Radatz swore in those who wished to testify.  

Administrator Walsh presented the proposed text amendment changes.  

Member Shoemaker asked what the height of the Sheridan building is. Administrator Walsh said 
he would have to investigate that.  

Member Lucchesi asked about the information from the school district about the anticipation of 
student population growth.  

Public Feedback: 

1. Patty Henek- She expressed that resident feedback has been provided but not 
incorporated into the plans at this time. She recounted her experience from previous 
planned development projects.  
 

2. Debbie Borman - She asked if letters are included in the record of this topic; Chairman 
Martin confirmed that they are included in the recommendation to the Board, but he 
cannot confirm that they are read. She also recounted a history of her neighborhood on 
the southern edge of the Village and expressed her concerns about the potential impact of 
the zoning changes. 
 

3. Kelly Abcarian - She expressed concerns regarding her statements as they were noted in 
the meeting minutes from the last meeting, stating that she would prefer transcripts of the 
meetings. She provided feedback on Administrator Walsh’s statements made earlier in 
the meeting with regards to the conversation with Dr. Condon. She feels that the resident 
feedback provided in other projects was not incorporated.  
 

4. Bridget C. Erfort - She relayed her disappointment at a previous presentation by Houseal 
Lavigne and questioned the recommendation of 1.5 parking spaces per lot. She thanked 
the commissioners for volunteering in this process. She provided a visual demonstration 
of vehicles traveling along northbound Harlem, illustrating her concerns regarding the 
impact of parked vehicles on the movement of emergency vehicles. She asked for a third 
party to get involved in the development of these text amendments.  
 

5. Dan Lauber- He urges the committee to amend the code to require step-down zoning, 
with the tallest height of the building on the street and shortest height facing the single-
family homes. He strongly encourages changes to be made to reduce the minimum lot 
area requirement. He also opines that there is no legal basis for the minimum size of 
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dwelling unit requirement. Regarding parking, he suggested that the capacity should be 
set on the number of bedrooms in each dwelling unit.  
 

6. Beth Chang – She started by thanking the committee members for their service to the 
Village. Regarding the specific proposals, she noted that they haven’t changed with 
regards to the public input yet. She expressed her concerns about traffic and parking. She 
asked some questions regarding the impact of these changes on other parts of the zoning 
code. She also suggested the variance process be reviewed in light of these changes, as 
she feels that what is approved will become the new “floor” for variances, not the 
“ceiling”.  
 

7. Connie Geocaris - She is concerned about the proposed changes for C-2, Madison Street. 
She feels that these changes may lower the property values.  
 

8. Susan Adler – She thanked the committee for volunteering their time. She related that the 
residents feel unheard. She stated that yesterday at 4:13pm was the first time she noticed 
the Next Door information on this meeting. She wishes there was more communication 
and working together with a topic of this size.  
 

9. Greg Abcarian – He also thanked the committee for volunteering their time. He feels that 
the Lake and Lathrop project was a disaster of the administration, and not like this project 
at all. He feels that these changes aren’t a “one size fits all” thing. He said that he feels no 
one is listening. He feels that it’s better for people to ask and then permission is given, 
regarding variations to the Zoning Codes.  
 

10. Angie Grover - She feels that accepting these minimum requirements just sets a new 
“floor”. She feels that the Village wants to develop in a responsible way. She enjoys the 
walkability of her neighborhood and is concerned that changing the parking requirements 
will make things more congested. She doesn’t understand the need to change the density 
sizes. She feels that diversity and economic development can go hand in hand and should 
be done in a responsible way. She feels that there should be something on Madison St to 
reflect the community while bringing in the tax dollars. 
 

11. Margie Cekander - She feels that the proposed changes may harm the community. She 
asked the committee to fight to maintain the character of River Forest. She provided 
feedback regarding the history of the Lake and Lathrop property. She expressed concerns 
regarding changing the height requirements, and her opinion regarding the Madison St 
project. She thanked Chairman Martin for requesting the shadow study in January, but 
questioned why it wasn’t requested when Houseal was contracted. She petitioned the 
Board to not approve the changes presented to them. She appreciated Administrator 
Walsh clarifying the final decision maker on these changes.  

Chairman Martin asked if the committee had any questions for those who spoke tonight. There 
were none.  
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Member Plywacz thanked those who provided these comments tonight. He assured the group 
that he would not “rubber stamp” anything. He promised to carefully review this amendment.  

Member Davis said that she wanted to echo Member Plywacz’s comments and how frustrated 
the residents might be. She inquired about getting “another set of eyes” on these changes.  

Discussion ensued from various Committee members regarding the recommendation to the 
Village Board, with the Chairman suggesting to revise the motion to recommend a different 
consultant to review the report presented by Houseal.  

Administrator Walsh stated that the feedback provided by residents and the committee has been 
heard. He further clarified that part of the reason for the delay thus far is due to the 
considerations that are being discussed. He requested that Houseal be provided with the 
opportunity to present updated recommendations to this committee.  

A MOTION was made by Member Davis made a motion and seconded by Member Plywacz to 
engage an independent consultant to look at these plans and the resident feedback, the minutes, 
and the reports.  

There was no discussion.  

Ayes:  Members Shoemaker, Plywacz, Price, Lucchesi, and Davis 

Nays:   Chairman Martin and Member Dombrowski 

Motion passed. 

A MOTION was made by Member Lucchesi, seconded by Member Shoemaker to continue the 
public hearing to April 11, with the public portion still open.  

Ayes:  Chairman Martin, Members Shoemaker, Plywacz, Dombrowski, Price, Lucchesi, 
and Davis 

Nays:   None. 

Motion passed. 

XII. NEXT MEETING 

Next meeting is scheduled for April 11, 2024. 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT  
 
A Motion was made by Member Shoemaker to dismiss the meeting, seconded by Member Plywacz 
to adjourn. A unanimous voice vote passed the motion.  

Meeting Adjourned at 9:18 p.m.  

 

Submitted: 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

 
January 11, 2024 

 

A meeting of the River Forest Zoning Board of Appeals was held at 7:30 pm on Thursday, 
January 11, 2024, in the Community Room of the River Forest Village Hall, 400 Park Avenue, 
River Forest, Illinois. 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Chairman Martin called the meeting to order at 7:30pm. Meeting started by calling roll.  Upon 
roll call the following persons were: 

Present:  Chairman Martin, Members Dombrowski, Plywacz, Shoemaker, Davis, Lucchesi, 
Price (arrived at 7:32pm) 

Absent:  None  

Also present at the meeting: John Houseal, Village Planner; Jessica Spencer, Assistant Village 
Administrator; Matt Walsh, Village Administrator; Anne Skrodzki, Village Attorney; and 
Clifford Radatz, Secretary. 

II. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE MEETING OF THE ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS ON DECEMBER 14, 2023 

A MOTION was made by Member Plywacz and seconded by Member Shoemaker to approve 
the minutes from the December 14, 2023 meeting.  

Ayes:  Chairman Martin, Members Dombrowski, Shoemaker, Plywacz, Price, Lucchesi, 
Davis 

Nays:   None 

Motion passed. 

III. APPROVAL OF FINDINGS OF FACT FOR THE TEXT AMENDMENT 
REQUEST – REGARDING LAND USE CHART – CHILD DAYCARE CENTERS 
– SPECIAL USE IN THE C3 ZONING DISTRICT 

A MOTION was made by Member Lucchesi seconded by Member Plywacz to approve findings 
of facts,  

Ayes:  Chairman Martin, Members Dombrowski, Shoemaker, Plywacz, Price, Lucchesi, 
Davis 

Nays:   None 

Motion passed. 
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IV. TEXT AMENDMENT REQUEST – PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING 
COMMERCIAL DISTRICT ZONING REGULATIONS 

Chairman Martin provided the rules of the meeting for those in the audience.  

Secretary Radatz swore in those who wished to testify. 

Chairman Martin invited the applicant to the podium to present the application. 

John Houseal presented the draft Zoning Amendments. He clarified the applicant to this request 
is the Village and explained the background and research that support the draft to begin the 
discussion.  

Chairman Martin asked if these changes should be considered as one text amendment or 
multiple? Mr. Houseal stated that while each change could be considered separately, his 
recommendation would be to consider all the changes in one text amendment. Attorney Skrodzki 
agreed.  

Village Administrator Walsh provided some history on the topic to the committee, updating this 
committee on the Economic Development Committee’s conversation at their last meeting. He 
explained the Economic Development Committee was generally in support of the changes as 
proposed, however they have concerns about increasing the height from 50 feet to 65 feet in C3 
and ORIC districts.  

Comments from the public:  

1. Debbie Borman 
a. Ms. Borman stated that the text amendments fail to comply both with Illinois law 

and with the River Forest Comprehensive Plan in the following ways:  
Illinois law requires municipalities to adopt and enforce zoning regulations to 
promote “the public health, safety, comfort, morals, and welfare.” Factors 
considered in promoting these goals include: 
(1) the existing uses and zoning of nearby property; 
(2) the extent to which property values are diminished by the zoning; 
(3) the relative gain to the public as compared to the hardship imposed upon 
individual property owners; 
(4) the suitability of the subject property for the zoned purposes; and 
(5) the length of time the property has been vacant as zoned considered in the 
context of land development in the area in the vicinity of the subject property. 

b. She reported that there were 22 residents who attended the Madison Street public 
meeting. She feels the images presented didn’t reflect the shadows that might be 
cast by buildings. She disputed the comparisons to Oak Park and Forest Park 
along Madison St and reported that Madison West Apartments of Forest Park is a 
36-unit building, with 2 bedrooms/2 bathrooms.  

c. She stated she represents over 50 neighbors in her area. She reports that those 
residents are concerned regarding the proposal put forth by the Economic 
Development Committee. She feels it seeks to change the density of C2 district. 
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She notes the other businesses in the area are single-story buildings. She is 
concerned about the potential for increased parking and traffic in the area. She 
feels that the proposed studio apartments are intended to meet affordable housing 
requirements.  

2. Daniel Lauber – 7215 Oak 
a. Mr. Lauber qualified his comments by explaining that he is a former ZBA 

member and a Zoning Attorney for over 3 decades. 
b. He asks the committee to thoughtfully and carefully consider the amendments 

before them. He agrees that there needs to be a massive overhaul. 
c. He is specifically concerned about the parking adjustments. He feels that the 

parking requirements should be set on the type of structure and number of 
bedrooms to be built in that space. He recommends rejecting the 1.5 parking 
spaces.  

d. He is pleased about the reduction in lot area per unit from 2,800 to 1,000 sf. He 
calls the current standard exclusionary zoning and feels the lot size should be 
reduced.  

e. Regarding maximum heights, he suggests a compromise: understanding the 
heights we currently have are too low, there is a thoughtful way to address this 
issue. Providing a handout to the committee members, he suggests that the Village 
use a “building step-back” structure, which he defined as when the building is 
tallest on the street side and then steps down in height to be no more than 1 or 2 
stories tall adjacent to the single family residences.  

3. Trudy Ross 
a. There are so many empty spaces in the Village, so she questions why a developer 

would be interested in coming here.  
b. She is concerned that additional residential developments would negatively 

impact the schools and emergency services.  
4. Luanne Peterson 

a. She feels that most people live in River Forest because they like the residential 
appearance. 

b. She is concerned about the parking space proposal discussed tonight.  
c. She is concerned about the height proposals and isn’t sure that it is necessary to 

go to 65 feet in her neighborhood (corner of Lake and Lathrop). 
d. She believes that the density calculations are related to rentals; she feels that there 

is a shortage of middle-income housing. 
5. Heidi Yule – 21 Franklin 

a. She is familiar with the Madison West apartments due to its proximity to her 
home. She is concerned about the height, density, and parking as previously 
mentioned.  

b. She notes that residents are double-parking in the alley between Ashland and 
Franklin, north of Madison.  

6. Margie Cekander 
a. She does not support the amendments as presented this evening.  
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b. She feels that changes to the zoning code should be thoughtful and widely 
dispersed to the residents of the Village.  

Commissioner Davis asked why this was voted upon by the EDC last night. Administrator Walsh 
clarified that the committee discussed the inclusion of the C3 and ORIC. She inquired about the 
decision of the EDC, he confirmed that the 5 members present were in agreement on the 
previously mentioned concerns.  

7. Kelly Keran – 1226 William 
a. She believes the density recommendations should be studied carefully before 

decisions are made.  
b. She does agree that the code could be reviewed, specifically that data is needed to 

properly understand the scope of an issue and what changes may be appropriate.  
c. She stated that, if traffic is already an issue in parts of this community, she 

doesn’t understand how decisions can be made with regards to parking density 
without further consideration.  

d. She also expressed concerns regarding the publication of the meeting and 
suggested utilizing social media to spread the news.  

John Houseal spoke to address some of the public comments.  

He pointed out that these changes are not an “end-around” for affordable housing. The Village 
Board directed staff and the planner to explore these changes. He said the parking 
recommendation is simply suggested but would be based on the actual use where it is applied. 
He said that he can provide shadow studies if directed by the Board and has previously 
considered the step-back structure near Madison St.  

Regarding the impact on schools, he pointed out how focused his team is on considering data. He 
noted that when zoning applications  come forward, the developers are required to complete 
vehicle studies, shadow studies, and impacts on the community during that process. He reminded 
the committee that the zoning code is not allowed to differentiate between rental or owner-
occupied units, so inclusion of that type of calculation cannot be considered until an application 
is made.  

Regarding the housing densities, Mr. Houseal stated there were no calculations for 50+ studio 
apartment buildings in his proposal. 

Commissioner Plywacz asked Mr. Houseal if there are some scenarios that may be provided for 
discussion of residential unit apartments. He said that he would like to carefully review a variety 
of scenarios. He also wants to see what the infrastructure looks like on North Ave and when 
compared to Madison, specifically electrical and water main. Mr. Houseal said he had previously 
provided several scenarios to staff and would be happy to provide them again for consideration. 

Mr. Houseal pointed out that there is limited space for commercial development in the Village, 
while also balancing the characteristics of the residential developments. In reference to the notice 
provided for this topic, Mr. Houseal pointed out that the Village has discussed this proposal at  
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previous (the Economic Development Committee) meetings in order to increase transparency, 
prior to this evening's public hearing.  

Chairman Martin requests that Mr. Houseal conduct a shadow study along Madison Street. He 
clarifies what happens before the Development Review Board. He is concerned that if the 
standards for height are increased to 65 feet, then the next developer may come in and ask for 
additional height beyond the new limit. He mentioned that if these changes are adopted but the 
PD process isn’t updated, it may drastically change what happens in future developments.  

Mr. Houseal stated that he did what he was directed to do, these are not his personal 
recommendations.  

Chairman Martin asked how the Board would like to proceed, as the meeting would adjourn at 
10:00pm and it was currently 9:43pm. 

Commissioner Davis feels that there is additional conversation needed. 

Commissioner Shoemaker asks that various scenarios be proposed and also requests a shadow 
study conducted.  

Commissioner Davis says that she feels that the south-side residents feel they are carrying the 
burden of affordable housing. Mr. Houseal stated that the density of the housing is proposed to 
be spread all throughout the Village in the commercial districts, because that was the scope 
assigned to his firm. He feels that reviewing all of the residential districts would help to realize 
the vision of the whole Village.  

Administrator Walsh added that there was discussion about a comprehensive review of the entire 
zoning code, including residential districts, however the priority for the Village is updating the 
commercial district regulations at this time.  

Chairman Martin wants to leave the public hearing portion of the meeting open to accept 
additional comments at the next regularly scheduled meeting, on February 8th.  

A MOTION was made by Member Dombrowski and seconded by Member Lucchesi to continue 
the public hearing to the next scheduled meeting of February 8, 2024. 

Ayes:  Chairman Martin, Members Dombrowski, Shoemaker, Price, Davis, Lucchesi, 
Plywacz 

Nays:   None  

Motion passed. 

V. NEXT MEETING 
 
Next meeting is scheduled for February 8, 2024. 
 
VI. PUBLIC COMMENT 

None. 
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