INCORPORATED 1880 VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST
RIVER HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING
Thursday, January 23%, 2025 — 7:00 PM

FOREST Village Hall — 400 Park Avenue — River Forest, IL 60305

Proud Heritage First Floor Community Room
Bright Future

AGENDA

Public comments sent in advance of the meeting are shared with the Commission. You may submit your
written public comments via email in advance of the meeting to: Imasella@vrf.us. This meeting will take place
in the First Floor Community Room at Village Hall.

You may listen to the meeting via Zoom conference call as follows: Zoom Conference Call: Dial-in number:
312-626-6799 with meeting ID: 854 5693 2628. Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/{/85456932628

The agenda is as follows:

L.
I1.
I11.
IV.

VI
VIL.
VIII.

Call to Order

Public Comment

Approval of Meeting Minutes — September 26, 2024

Discussion of Certificates of Appropriateness in Connection with the Proposed
Demolitions of Accessory Structures on Significant Properties

Discussion Regarding Promotion of River Forest Architecture and History

Discussion of Additional Ways to Protect Significant Properties

Other Business

Adjournment


https://www.vrf.us/boards/board/3
mailto:lmasella@vrf.us
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85456932628

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES

September 26", 2024

A meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission was held on September 26%, 2024, in the 1
Floor Community Room of the River Forest Village Hall, 400 Park Avenue.

I. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL

The meeting was called to order at 7:09 p.m. Upon roll call, the following persons were:
Present: Chairman Franek, Commissioners Saeger, Graham-White, Krusinski, Muhr
Absent: Commissioners Raino-Ogden and Forehand

Also Present:  Management Analyst/Deputy Clerk Luke Masella

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Graham-White and SECONDED by Commissioner Saeger
to allow Commissioners Raino-Ogden and Muhr to attend the meeting virtually.

AYES: Chairmen Franek, Commissioners Saeger, Graham-White, Krusinski.
NAYS: None.

Motion Passes.

IL. PUBLIC COMMENT

None.

III. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES - AUGUST 22"°, 2024

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Saeger and SECONDED by Commissioner Krusinski to
approve the meeting minutes for the August 22™, 2024, meeting.

AYES: Chairmen Franek, Commissioners Saeger, Graham-White, Krusinski, Muhr
NAYS: None.
Motion Passes.
IV.  PRESENTATION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARDS
I. 2023

I. 210 Gale Avenue — Garage — Streetscape Compatibility Award
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Chairman Franek and Commissioner Saeger noted that the applicants did a great job matching the
garage to the home.

II. 727 Keystone Avenue — Rear Addition — Renovation Award
Chairman Franek noted that the new addition blends seamlessly into the existing structure.

III. 823 Keystone Avenue — Siding, Roof, Front Porch, and Landscaping —Laurel
McMahon Restoration Award

Chairmen Franek gave background information on the award and congratulated the applicants at the
meeting for their hard work. He noted that improving an older home like 823 Keystone is not easy

work.

The applicant, Keith Strom, suggested the Village announce these awards so as to help bring more
attention to the work that the Commission does.

Chairmen Franek and Deputy Clerk Masella provided examples of how the Village advertises these
awards.

Mr. Strom suggested the local newspapers be informed as well.

Lisa Rodriguez gave additional background information on the application and the work done on the
home.

The Commission and the applicants discussed the significance of porches on older homes.
II. 2024

I. 1411 Keystone Avenue — Rear Addition and Exterior Renovations — Renovation
Award

Chairmen Franek gave background on the award and commented on the quality of work completed
by the applicant.

V. DISCUSSION REGARDING PROMOTION OF RIVER  FOREST
ARCHITECTURE AND HISTORY

Commissioner Saeger suggested the Village publicize the Historic Preservation videos on the Village’s
YouTube Channel.

VI. DISCUSSION OF ADDITIONAL WAYS TO PROTECT SIGNFICANT
PROPERTIES

Commissioner Saeger suggested that the Village should continue to advertise the awards.
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Deputy Clerk Masella suggested that the application be altered to remind residents that the
Commission only reviews the exterior of properties.

Chairmen Franek and Commissioner Graham-White noted that the application could still welcome
information on the interiors.

VII. OTHER BUSINESS

Chairman Franek noted that the Winslow House is on the market for sale. He then gave background
on the significance of the home.

Commissioner Muhr noted that a contingent offer has already been placed on the home.
VIII. ADJOURNMENT

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Graham-White and SECONDED by Commissioner
Krusinski to adjourn the September 26%, 2024, meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission.

AYES: Chairman Franek, Commissioners Saeger, Graham-White, Krusinski, Muhr
NAYS: None.

Motion Passes and the meeting ended at 7:32 PM.

Luke Masella

Deputy Clerk/Management Analyst
Approved:
David Franek, Chairman Date

Historic Preservation Commission
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DT Village of River Forest

R I V I ': Village Administrator’s Office

400 Park Avenue

FORES River Forest, IL 60305

Proud Heritage Tel: 708-366-8500
Bright Future

MEMORANDUM

Date: January 23rd, 2025

To: David Franek, Historic Preservation Commission Chair
Historic Preservation Commissioners

From: Luke Masella, Deputy Village Clerk/Management Analyst

Subj: Review and Clarification of Certificate of Appropriateness Processes

Introduction:

In 2016, the Village Board of Trustees adopted Village Ordinance 3589, which amended the
Village’s historic preservation regulations. In part, the Village Code changes included
procedures and regulations for the demolition of significant properties. The ordinance defines
a significant property as, “any structure found by the Commission to be historically significant
or architecturally significant.” The Village Wide Architectural and Historical Survey denotes
which properties meet this standard and are considered to be significant properties.

Before any changes are made to a significant property that trigger Historic Preservation
Commission review, the Commission must grant a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) which
is defined as:

“A certificate issued by the Commission authorizing plans for the alteration, renovation,
or remodeling of the street facade, the demolition of a property, or otherwise certifying
compliance with the requirements of this Chapter.”

The process for the review of an application for a COA is currently divided between two
Commission meetings. At the first meeting, the Commission reviews the application for
completeness. The purpose of this meeting is to review and confirm that all the necessary
information has been submitted by the applicant.

Then, at the second meeting, the Commission reviews the application and makes a decision on
the merits of the application. Regular meetings are held once a month, extending the process to
two months to accomplish both meetings.
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When the demolition of any structure on a significant property is requested, additional
requirements are necessary such as public hearings, certified mail notices to neighboring
property owners, and the posting of a sign on the property.

Issue:

Since December of 2022, the Commission has reviewed nearly 10 applications for COAs.
Throughout this period, staff has received feedback from applicants regarding the timeline of
the process. Specifically, applicants have raised concerns about the length of time it takes for
the review and determination for the applications.

Additionally, when applications involved the demolition of accessory structures on a significant
property, residents raised concerns about the requirements that are triggered from the
demolition process such as sign postings and neighborhood notices as well as the length of time
it takes for a decision to be made.

Action:
Village Staff is requesting guidance and a review of the Certificate of Appropriateness process
for future applications, in response to concerns from applicants about the extended review

timeline and demolition requirements concerning accessory structures.

Attached Documents:
e Ordinance 3589
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